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LETTER
F R O M A

BY-STAND ER
TO A

Member of Parliament, ^c,

SIR,
F I apprehend rightly the Circum*
fiances of the prefent Jundure, it is

no Time for Apology, nor a proper
Seafon to trouble you with any Imper'
tinencies concerning myown Modefty

and Diffidence in Writing; it is fufficient that

I am induced to it out of a Regard to my Coun-
try, to the Freedom and Welfare of it, and a
Defire that fome Points of the utmoft Confe-r

quence to thefc (hould be better underltood, and
inore candidly received by the People of Britain.

It ii a Profpcft that is very melancholy cq

every one th;»t regaxds the Liberty and Happi*
ncis
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nels of Mankind; to obferve the prodigious mi-

litary Eftablifhnnents in every Kingdom and

Province of Europe •, thefe have for above a Cen-

tury pad been continually increafing in all Parts

around us j Princes formerly vy'd with each

other in the Variety and Gaiety of their Diver-

fions ; magnificent Tilts and Tournaments, with

Hunting and Hawking delighted thofe that

were the moil martial, while fumptuous Feaft-

ings and Masks employed the milder Genius of

others ; and the moft puiflfant then chiefly gra-

tified their Ambition by poflefling extenfive

Chafes and Forefts : But their Thoughts are now
direded to more formidable Ends ; Their Ex-
pences are almoft all employed in rendering

themfelves terrible to their Neighbours; and for-

tified Towns and Citadels are the fovercign

Game they hunt after.

Applications of this hoftile Turn in fomc,

loon made them necellary in all ; and- we now
fee the Face of Europe overlpread with military

Grandeur; and immenfe Bodies of Men, not

call'd together as formerly, from the Plough, to

make any fudden Irruption, but conftantly main-

tained and kept apart for the Purpofes of War

;

their Time is employed folely in Exercifes of
this Sort, and they are trained up with exquifite

Skill in the Art of ilaughtering their Fellow-;

Creatures.

The regular Forces of France in Time of

Peace amount to about 200,000 Men, which
if there be Occafion are' readily augmented to

300,000, or a much greater Nurnber, out of their

cftabliflied Militia. Let any one confider how
formi-
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formidable thefc are to all neighbouring States :

The Troops of the King of Sardinia at prefcnt

amount to about 50,000 Men, which he main-

tains only in the Dutchies of Savoy and Piedmojit:

The late King oi Pniffia in the midft of profound

Peace kept up 100,000 difciplin'd Soldiers,

which are faid to be fince confidcrably augment-

ed by his Succeflor ; nor are thefe military Ex-
pences barely for Pomp and Ornaments; the

Ufe that has lately been made of the Pruffian

Troops is evident to the World ; and that the

Soldiery of France are not merely defign'd for

Shew, hath been Efficiently dcmonftrated for

this laft Century, nor requires to be prov'd by
their prefent perfidious Attack of the Houfe of

Aujlria.

This being the melancholy Situation of Things,

jt is become abfolutely neceiHiry for every State

that would preferve its prefent Exiftence, to fup-

port a confiderable Body of difcipJin'd Troops ;

And the more fo, fince the only imaginable

Jlefource and Security of the Weaker, by form-

ing defenfive AUiances and Confederacies, ap-

pears in this Day to be of no Effcft. The moll

Iblemn Engagements are impioufly violated ; Do-
minions are ravaged by thofe that have guaran-

tied them ; and the World at the lame Time
fneeringly appeal'd to, for the Purily of the Ra-
vagers Intentions.

It is indeed the Happinefs of a Britain to be

furrounded by the Sea, which is our glorious

Barrier and Defence •, it is this that preferves us

fecure from the perpetual Alarms which difiurb

phe Powers on the Continent, which if we were

join'd
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joined to, we fliould unavoidably be put to an

immenfc Expence in fupporting Fortifications

and frontier Towns ; and could not maintain our

Rank and Security with lels than 120,000 diC-

ciplinM Men, conitandy kept up without any

Remiflion : Bat though we are free from pre-

fent Alarms of Invafion, and are Matters of

the mod potent Navy that ever appeared upon
the Globe, yet let us not be too confident of our

own Security. It is by no means impracticable for

a Body of Troops to be landed in 'Britain^

notwithftanding the utmoft Vigilance of our

Fleet ; Forces may be pour*d in upon us from
Abroad by the fame Winds that fhall block up
our own Ships in their Ports ; the glorious Re-
volution and the Recovery of all our Rights de-

pended chiefly upon this Contingency ; And in

the Reign of that heroic Prince our Deliverer,

an Invafion was twice determined to have been

made upon us from France: The Tranfports were

prepar'd, and the Troops appointed to each Ex-
pedition were ready to embark, but they were

both wonderfully prevented; though the Hifto-

ries of that Time fuiHciendy teflify the Terrors

we were under, and the Confidence of our Ene-

mies, upon thofe Occafions.

The fmall Embarkation at Dunkirk in the be-

ginning of the Year 1708, caus*d the moll

dreadful Alarm amongft us, and though the

French did not venture to land in Scotland, yet

our Fears were fo great, that our public Credit

was in the utmoit Danger ; the Government
Securides prodigioufly fell ; and had the Exprels

from Sir George Bing of his arrival in the Firtb

of Edinburgh^ and of the Retreat of the French^

been
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been deferr'd a few Hours longer, the Ba-nk of

England had been abfolutely ruin'd.

And however thofe who defire a Change, may
fet forth our Inland Strength, and proclaim us

to be invincible ; yet the real Sentiments of the

moft difcerning Men are beft difcover'd by the

Effedb which Alarms of an Invafion have upon .

our Public Credit ; fpecious Arguments are ea- ,

fily brought on either Side, either to prove our

Power or Weaknefs : But the Public Credit is

in fome meafure the Pulfe of the Nation ; and

however this may be flightly affedled by acciden-

tal Diforders, yet while it continues to beat high

and regular in general, the Nation may be deem'd
to be jn a vigorous healthy State : Nor is it any

Objeclion to this to fay that the Rife and Fall of

our Public Stocks is continually influenced by

falfe^ as well as by true Reports. For this will

be far from proving that their Variation is no In-

dex at all i on the contrary it fhews that it is the

"

more extenjrve one : And if any Report of an

Event refpedting ourfelves, whether founded in

Truth or not, confiderably lowers the Value of
our Public Securities, it undeniably appears, that

fuch an Event is confidered by the molt wife and

wealthy Part of the People, as a real Detriment

to the Nation : And when it is thus confidered,

it evidently becomes fo, by leffening the Public

Credit, and diminilhing the Property circulating

in the Kingdom.

This Matter will be more precifely determin'd,

by throwing it intg the Form of the following

Propofitions

.

8 fhi
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PROP. I.

I^he Report of an Event rcjpe^ing ourfehes^

that isjuppofed to have aSlually happened^ will have

a greater or lefs E^ctl upon our public Securities^

according to the Opinion that prevails, of the 'Truth

of the Report, and of the ConfY-icnccs that will

enfuefrom this Event.

PROP. II.

^he Report of an Event refpe^fing ourfches, that

is fuppofed not yet to have happened, but to be only

in Agitation, will have a greater or lefs Effe^ up-

on our Public Securities, according to the Opinion

that prevails, of the Probability that this Event

'will really happen, of the Succefs of it in cafe it

does happen, and of the Confequences that will en-

fue, in cafe it is attended with Succefs.

Of the former of thefe Sorts of Events is a

Defeat or Vidory ; of the later any intended

Enterprize or Attack : Upon which it may be

obferved, that if an Event of this later Sort

happens, and inftead of advancing our Public

Credit, rather occafions its Declenjion. Such an

Event, however it may be recommended and ap-

plauded, is underflood by the difcerning Part of

the Nation to contain no real publick Advan-
tage i But it may probably be faid, to go on
with the fame Speculation, that it muft how-
ever be admitted from this fmall Variation of

our public Credit, that this Event contains

no very ill Confequences. In order to examine

into this, it will be ncceiTary to obferve the Ten-

dency
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dmcy of this Variation ; and whether it be not

towards a Diminution of the Value of our pub-

he Securities, rather than an yldrcancement : For

if this IhouJd be the cale, it will fufficicntly

dcmonftrate that /ucb an Event has been detri-

mental in general j and why it has been no more
fo, is not at once to be attributed to its own na-

tural Harmkfsnefsy if it fliouid entirely fucceed ;

but perhaps to its being difappointed of total

Succefs i as, fuppofe, by its Extent being 7iar~

rowed, and by a Check being put u'^on that part

of it, which is the moft malignant.

Thefe are Speculations of an abftraft Nature,

which the Reader mufl excule my falling into,

though I contefs they are not io peculiar, as they

fhould be, to the Subject of a Foreign Invafion

upon this Kingdom ; A Point which I could

wifh was more coolly attended to -, And that we
were not fo unreafonably pofTelled with a Confi-

dence of our own natural Strength, as to be per-

petually railing at the Means, which feem abfo-

lutely neceflary to our Safety ; And indeed what-

ever we may boaft when our Enemies arc quiet,

our Alarm upon any Apprehenfions of their

intending an Attack upon us, is as terrible as

can be imagined; and plainly demonftratcs by
the moft fenfible EfFedls upon our Public Cre-

dit, the real Opinion we then have of our own
Weaknefs, and of the Probability of Succels

againft us. Her late Majefty Queen Anne was
much indifpos'd the latter End of the Year

1 7 1 3, and continued fo the January following,

when an Article was publifh'd in the Poji-Boy^

that the French were equipping fourteen Men of

War, with Tranfports to receive twelve or four-

B 2 teen
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teen Thoufand Men. Now though this was

entirely a Fiction, yet the Dread of its Rea-

lity fo affeded the Nation, that in an Inftant

the PubHc Securities fell, and a prodigious Run
was made upon the Bank^ who call*d in Forty

per Cent, from the Subfcribers to the circula-

ting of the Excheq^'uer-'^iWs, and deputed four

of their Direftors to wait upon the Trca-

furer in this Exigency to reprefent the Dan-

ger they were under. The News was at length

difcover'd to be falfe, and fo the Terror of the

People gradually abated : But fuch was our

Dread at that Time upon the leait Surmife of an

Invafion.

I am fenfible that the Illnefs of the Queen

was alledg'd by fome to occafion this Shock of

our Credit; and her Majefty was induc*d to fend

a Letter from Windfor to the Lord Mayor of

London, with an Account of her Health being

more eftablifh'd : but, however this Suggeftion

that the Public Credit depended on Her Maje-

Ity's Life might agreeably flatter the Queen, fhe

was, perhaps, the only Perfon in the Kingdom
that really believM it, or imagin'd our Credit

would futter by her Deceafe, provided the Pro^

tejiant Succeflion had been e(leem*d fecure •, fo

that the Shock we endured lay wholly upon the

Sufpicions v/hich were held of the Tory Mniiftry,

and upon the Senfe of our real Inability to with-

ftand an Invafion.

How much of this Evil was to be attributed to

the general Opinion of the Minifterial Attachment

at that Time to the Pretender, is difficult for me
%o determine; let thofe who were then in the

Con-
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Confidence of that Miniftry, and are now pro-

tefting their Fidelity, and taking Oaths, to the

prefent Eftabliihment, point out this Quantity,

and what Portion of this Evil was juftly due to

fuch Apprehenfions; and the Remainder of it

then mull really arife from the general Senle of

our own Weaknefs : But, if they aver their Ig-

norance, and declare their Disbelief of fuch Mi-
nifterial Defigns, or of any ill Effedls on that

Account, it will then come entirely to this, that

the Shock of our Publick Credit at that Time,
and the great Diminution of the Property circu-

lating in the Kingdom, was Mely owing to the

Alarm of the French Invafion, and the Confci-

oufnefs we were under, upon its being attempt-

ed, of the great Probability there was of its Suc-

cefs.

It could not but be very fhocking to every

EngliJIoman^ who reflefted on the Glory of his

Country a few Years before, and the Terrors of

France from the Eritijh Troops, to view the

Scene fo quickly changed, to obferve Britain

dreading the Attacks of the French, and tremb-

ling at every Motion of their Troops ; and it

mull powerfully convince him, that the Main-
tenance of a confiderable regular Land-Force is

at all Times requifite to the Safety and Happi-
nefs of his Country.

It is very well known that the chief Induce-

ment to Lewis the Fourteenth to conclude the

Treaty of Reifwick, was in order to break the

Grand Alliance, to have Opportunities of prafti-

fing upon the Elector of Bavaria^ who was Go-
vernor
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vernor of the Sfamjh Netherlands^ and in hopes

that the AUics, particularly Great Bmaiii^ would

dilarm, and weaken themfclves, while he ihould

at the fame Time cherifh and lupport his own
Troops in their full Vigour and N irnber, and of

courfe be ready to feize the S-paniJh Monarchy
upon the Demife of the King then regnant, be-

fore any tolerable Force could be brought a-

gainfb him. How well he fucceeded in theie De-

ligns is fufficiently known ; our Great Deliverer

was far from being infenfible of them, but the

Expence of the War being grievous to his

People, he was defirous of giving us fome Re-
fpite; at the fame Time warning us of the Views
of the French^ and pointing out the Neceffity of

our fupporting a proper Body of regular Troops:

But fo great was the Malice of the Tories^ and

the Infatuation of the Whigs, that no more
would be fuffer'd to be maintain'd amongft us

than about feven Thoufand Men; though the

French King had no lels than three hundred

Thoufand Veteran Soldiers under our Noies; and

Plots and AfTafTinations againft our Glorious Mo-
narch were perpetually concerted.

How greatly the Spirits of the French were

hereby elated, is eafy to conceive ; and it muft

move the Indignation and Concern of every true

Engli/hman, to refled: on their triumphing in

the TranfaAions of our own Parliament, infult-

ing our Deliverer, and fubduing the Britijh

Troops in St. Stephen*?, Chapel, whom they

could never fairly overthrow in the Field. It

cannot be forgot what Ingratitude v/as fhewn to

our Glorious Prince, with refped to a few Dutch

Guards

:
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Guards : his Majedy had a generous Affeftion

for Men, who had bravely fought by his Side

from his very Youth, and had prov*d their Va-

lour and FideHty upon numberlels Occafions ; he

imagin*d they had fome Merit Ukewife with

England, if the Part which they bore in the

Relcue of our Laws, Religion, and Liberties,

was to be thought fo, and their peculiar Share

in the important Victory of the Boyne. It was

his Majefty*s Defire therefore, that thefe gallant

Men might be receiv'd amongft our own Troops j

but it was infolently determin'd to thruft them
away : His Majefty interceded for them, and

acquainted the Commons, That he fhould take

it very kindly, if they might be permitted to

ftay amongft us : and it is hardly to be believ'd

that it fhould be denied to our Glorious Deli-

verer, by thofe People he had fo lately refcued

:

It was known that he had it nearly at Heart ; and
it could not be deny*d that the Nation was in-

finitely oblig'd to thefe gallant Men : but alas!

thele were Obje^iions, inftcad of Recommenda-

tions with the 'Tory Leaders ; and they gratify'd

their Malice in mortifying his Majefty, and

putting a Difgrace, to the utmoft of their Pow-
er, upon thofe who had fo bravely acfted for the

Caufe of Liberty, in almoft every field of Eu-
rope. Such was the T^jry- Gratitude to William

the Third ; but the Account is too melancholy

to be long infifted upon, and muft afFed every

generous Breaft with the moft tender Concern

and Uneafinefs. In Ihort, thefe Troops were

unworthily torn from him, and left their He-
roic General with Tears, but ftepp'd from an

ungrateful Land With §corn and Deteftation.
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I am by no means infenfible that the Reduc-

tion of the Army at that Time was concurr'd

in by feveral well-meaning Whigs, and as hear-

tily repented of afterwards. " I was (fays a

" noble Lord in the Year 1733) one of thofe

" who were the Caufe of the Army's being re-

*' duced fo low after the Peace of Reifwick, per-

" haps, I repented of what I did at that Time,
*' becaufe of the Turn that the Affairs of En-
" rope took foon after. " Hifi. Reg. Vol. i^. page

256. His Lordfhip undoubtedly aded in that

Bufinefs, as well as fom^e other Gendemen in

Support, as they thought, of our Conflitution ;

and imagin*d, as fome IVhigs do at prefent,

that the Tories were all converted, and united

with them in a fincere Regard for our Liberties

:

but the Confequence was almoft fatal ; the

French feeing nothing at hand to oppofe them,

were tempted to feize the SpamJJj Monarchy ;

the Eledor of Bavaria obferving their Power,

and the Weaknefs of other unguarded Nations,

yielded into their Hands the Spanijh Netherlands ;

and the immenfe Expence of Blood and Trea-

fure which was afterwards fpent in attempting

their Recovery, was chiefly owing to the fatal

difarming of ourfelves after the Treaty of

Reifwick.

It cannot be imagined by any Gendeman that

France is lefs aftive or defigning at prefent, than

ihe was then ; or that we have lels Caufe now to

be upon our guard ; on the contrary our Circum-

Ranees at prefent, even if it was a Time of Peace,

require a much greater Number of regular Troops

than they did formerly. Our Poflelfions oi Gibraltar

and
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and Portmahonf, AmapcUs and Placentia^ with
other confiderable Places more than formerly we
enjoyed, neceffirily demand not only a Body of
Troops for their Garrifon, but iikewife an ad-s

ditional Number at Home, ready to be dif-

patched to their Relief upon any Occafion, with-
out leaving ourfelvcs unguarded.

To this there is to be added a further Confide-

ration, of the greateft Confequence, and that is,

the large Increafe of the French Shipping, it be-

ing certain that the Number of their Merchant
Ships is of late prodigioufly augmented ; fo that

iliould they under thefe Circumftances determine

to invade us, they will no more be at a Lofs for

Tranfports, as they have been formerly, but

may adually land any Troops they pleafe upon
us, before we have the leaft Notice.

This I apprehend is a new Article of the ut-

mofl" Importance againfl us, and loudly calls tor

the ferious Attention of every true Briton.

It is our Happinefs at prefent, but may prove

our Mifcry, without a proper Guard, that Riches

and Plenty abound amongft us •, and that every

Part of our Country is capable of fublilling a

numerous Army. The open Cities and Towns
that are fpread throughout, are a great Tempta-
tion, and can make little Refiftance to a power-

ful Invader ; and as the French are at prefent

able to provide Tranfports fufficient for a large

Body of Troops, at four or live different Ports

at the fame Time, for fo fhort a Voyage as to

Britain or Ireland, it feems next to impoflible

for us to block them all up, and prevent their

G £m.
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Embarkation, even under our prefent Superiority

of naval Force i efpecially if it be confidered

what Advantage may be taken of any Separation

of our Fleet, or Abfence of a Part of it upon
Convoys or other Emergencies.

It is indeed to be hoped that in England we
are generally united in an hearty Attachment to

the Proteftant Succefiion, in the prefent illuftrious

Family ; however it is certain that we have many
who are lukewarm, and not a few who are real

Jacobites. In Scotland the Inclination of many
Families are known to be favourable to the Pre-

tender, and the French Intereft ; and the Multi-

tudes of Papifts in Ireland, greatly fuperior to

the Proteltants, leave no room to doubt of their

"Wiflies and Principles. It is the conftant Bufi-

nefs and Application of thefe to folicit foreign

Attacks upon us, and they are ready to join any

Force that fhall be landed ; and how great an

Encouragement thefe Circumflances are to an

Invafion upon us, I leave to every Gentleman

that defires our Welfaie, calmly to refied.

If a regular Force of twenty or thirty Thou-
fand Men, was embark'd for Ireland in Tranf-

ports and Frigates from Bourdeanx, and at the

fame Time an equal Body for Scotland, from Ca-

lais and Graveline -, whilfl a powerful Squadron

of French Men of War at Brefi, and a Body of

Land Forces encamp'd at La Hogue and Diep

employ'd the Attention of the Briti/h Fleet, and

kept them in the Channel ; I fay if we were

thus attack*d, let cvtrj Engli/hman that loves his

Country, think on the Confequences of fuch an

Invafion, and determine coolly whether a con-

fiderablc
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fiderable Land Force is not always necefiary for

the Safety of Britain.

If in fuch a Conjunflure likevvife the Crown
of Spain fliould be againft: us, and join their

Fleet to tlie French^ our own Navy muil con-

tinue in the Channel, and could fcarcely venture

to fend any Detachments to Scotland and Ireland^

without being inferior to the Fleet of the Bour-

Ion Family. In this Situation likewife the Dutch

might be aw*d by an Army upon their Frontiers,

or otherwife entangled -, whilft the Swedes might
be induced to join in the Invafion upon Scotland^

as the Spaniards naturally would in that upon
Ireland,

I am by no means verfed in Plans of this

Sort; but if it be eafy for any one, the molt

unacquainted in fuch Matters, to point out the

Dangers we are continually fubje<5l to, without

a fufficient regular Land Force, it may well be

imagined that Perfons, who are ufed to thefe

Defigns, will readily demonflrate the Facility of

invading us, upon much better Schemes ; for it

is not to be imagin*d that the French want Pro-

je<5lors •, and I fhall not be accufed of infl:ru(5i:-

ing our Enemies, by thofe who have our Wel-
fare truly at Heart ; on the contrary, fuch will

be juftly alarmed at our great Weaknefs, and

honeftly concur in proper Meafures for our Se-

curity.

It is fufficiently obvious, that the landing of

Troops from Spain upon the North of Ireland

is fubject to little Obftruftion ; and the Difficul-

ties Queen Elizabeth was involv*d in by fuch At-

C i tacks
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tacks the greateft Part of her Reign, are abun-

dantly recorded i they perplexed her Affairs, and

exhaufted her Treafury, more than all other Cir-

cumflances together. It is likewife very well

known, how eafily King y^w^-J, in 1690, was

convey 'd from France to Ireland, with a great

Number o^ Scotch and Irijh ; and afterwards 5000
difciplin'd Fiench Soldiers were landed thereun-

der Monfieur Laufun, and 5000 IriJJj returned to

Frarice in their Stead \ we were then fupcrior at

Sea, yet the French were at no great Difficulties

in fupplying their Troops in Ireland mth Ammu-
nition, and other Neceflaries as far as they judg'd

proper -, and at laff, when the Affairs of King

James became defperate there, they withdrew

the fame Troops again, with great Numbers
of IriJh, in fpite of all the Attempts of our Squa-

drons ; and tho' their Fleet before that Time had

fuffered fo much at La Hogue ; fo that let no one

imagine that the Retreat of our Invaders is ab-

folutely impradlicable ; But the Facility of their

landing upon us is quite undeniable.

How we are to oppofe them when landed,

without a confiderable Body of regular Troops,

is difficult to be conceiv'd : it was generally ad-

mitted that theDutcb when they entrcdtheThames^

and burnt our Ships at Chatham, might have

fent a Body of regular Troops into the City of

London. King Jarnes in his intended Invafion

of us from Calais in the Year 1692, with about

fixteen or feventeen thoufand Men, defigned up-

on his landing to have marched immediately to

our Metropolis, being fenfible he could meet

%vith little Obflruftion ; and it is very well

known in his late Majefty's Reign, that a fmall

Body
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Body of Highlanders traverfed the greateft part

of this Kingdom without Oppofition. The Be-

haviour of the fVeilmoreland Militia in this Bufi-

nefs, who ran away at the firft Sight of them,

though encouraged by feveral experienced Oiffi-

ccrs, may fufficiently open our Eyes j and tho

Confufion and Terrors of undifciplined People

upon all thefe Occafions, may fully convince us,

how little we can depend on any thing for our

Safety, but a regular Land Force,

The Power of our Navy, it is readily owned,
is greater than ever -, and it ought to be remem-
bered with due Efteem of the prefent Govern-

ment, under whofe Care it has been fo highly

advanced , but we quite deprive ourfelves of the

beft Effe6ts of it, without a confiderable Body
of difciplin'd Troops ; for, with refped: to other

Powers, particularly France^ we are now obliged

to lie upon the Defenfive, and can only hope to-

protect ourfelves from being invaded, without a-

ny Ability to attack that Kingdom ; I am not

upon proje6l:ing Conquejls of France -, but I can-

not apprehend the Policy of perpetually keeping

ourfelves in a harmlefs Condition, with refpedlto

that Kingdom. The Oppreflion of their People

in general, together with the great Difcontent

of the States of Normandy, Britany, and Lan^
guedoc^ under the continual Abridgment of their

Rights and Privileges, might probably occa-

fion fufficient Difturbances in thofe Provinces,

if they v/ere well fomented and animated by a

powerful Defcent from hence ; but they mud fee

an Ability in us, and a due Spirit to fupporc

them, before they can be expcdled to venture to

purpofe.

It
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It is hardly to be imagined how tender the

French Monarchy is in thofe Parts, where there

is a confiderable Remnant of Protcftants ftill

Jeft ; And upon a Defcent from hence into Bri-

tany^ and at the fame time from Ireland^ upon
the Coaft oi Languedoc^ in favour of thofe Peo-
ple, it is much to be queftioned whether the

French Court would venture to truft them with

Arms, or to raife the Arriere Ban of thofe Pro-
vinces. It is certain at lead, that they would
be put to much Expence in fortifying and
garrifoning Places on their Sea-coafts, and in de-

fending fo vaft an additional Frontier from In-

fults ; And the Terror of the French Court

would be fo great, that the Privileges and
Abatement of Taxes they would grant on one

hand, and the Augmentation of Charges they

would be put to on the other, would confiderably

diminifh the Strength of that Monarchy.

' It is not to be forgot, that the Infurreftion

of a few perfecuted Proteftants in the Cevennes

in the Year 1702, gave Lewis XIV, the utmoft

Uneafinefs, and had it been properly fupported

by the Allies, might have had the moft glo-

rious Confequences. There were intentions in-

deed of this fort in England^ but they were all

betray'd and came to nothing : Monfieur Ca^
vallier the chiefCommander of that brave Peo-

ple, in his Memoirs dedicated to Lord Carteret,

thus expreffes himfelf upon that Occafion; Page

174, and 175. " The Truth is, I believe

*' France had then EmifTaries in England, as it

" ufually has, which put a flop to the Projecft

•' of Monfieur Miremont^ and prevented the

" Queen
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*' Queen and her Allies from making ufe oF
" fo favourable an Occafion to ruin France^

" which might have been effecSted in lefs

" than two Years ; for being Maftcrs of the

" Sea, they might eafily have fent us Suc-
" cours, at leaft fome Arms and Money ;

" for had they fent us but twenty thoufan4
•' Pounds, we fhould foon have made up a
*' Body of fifty thoufand Men ; But as I iaid

*' before, they looked on this War, as a fudden
" Blaze, which would foon vanifh away, and
" therefore neglected to fend us any Relief ;

'* and 'tis wonderful how v/e could refjft for

" fo long a time againft twenty thoufand Men
" and two Marilials of France'^ And again,
** If the Reader will ferioufly confider the Ad-
" vantage the Allies had by our War, he will

" foon be perfuaded that if the twenty thou-
•* fand Men who were fent directly againft us,

" had been employ'd either in Italy or Ger-
" many^ or Spain^ they would have put a ftop
*' to the Progrefs of the Allies, efpecially of
*' his Royal Highnefs the Duke of Savoy, or
*' in Spain, againft the Portuguefe'* And be-

fore this. Page 155, he fays, " The King was
*' fully refolved to deftroy us all at once, fearing

" the ill Confequences of this War -, for truly

" had the Allies been acquainted with the State

" in which France was at that time, and accord-

" ingly taken their Meafures, they would pro-
*' bably have conquered all France in lefs than
'* two Years." This was a great Opportunity

of weakning that infolent Monarchy •, but it was

entirely loft ; By what Means, our Enemies can

tell with Pleafure.

I fliall



I fhall only obferve, that when the Relief of

thefe gallant People was generoufly propofed in

Council by her Majefty Queen ^fine, and Prince

George oi^ Denmark, it was ftrongly oppofed by

Lord Nottingham, who reprefented the ill Confe-

quences of affifting Rebels againft their natural

Prince ; which, as I humbly apprehend, were

very extraordinary Sentiments to be held by the

Secretary of State of England, who was conti-

nually acquainted with the Practices of the Court

oi France, in endeavouring to raife up Rebellions

in this Kingdom ; and even to affaffinate our

Glorious Deliverer : however, it was determin'd

to endeavour to fupply them with Arms, Am-
munition, and Money j but the Seafon of the

Year was far advanced, it being the 15th of

September before the Ships for this purpofe en-

ter'd the Gulph of A'^'z;'^^';^;^^: and there upon
taking a French Tartane, they were informed by
the M after of it, that Marflial Montrevell had
Intelligence of their Defign, and had taken the

necefiary Meafures to prevent it ; * fo that when
they made the Signals from the Ships, which

the Earl of Nottingham, who oppofed the Relief,

had been careful to dire6t from Court unddr

his own Hand, they were none of them ari-

fwered.

Monfieur CavaUier, in his Memoirs before

mentioned, appears to have been quite unac-

quainted with the Arrival of any fuch Ships,

and not to have had the leaft Notice of their

failing ; but intimates, that the Aflair was fo ma-
naged as to be a great Detriment to their People,

* Boyeri Annals, Fol. Page 85,

by



by the Diredions they received to be upon the

Referve tiJi the Arrival of Succours, " which
*' proved (fays he, page 173) very prtjudicial
•* to us afterwards ; for it was then we were
** beginning to get the better over our Enemies,
*' and our RemilFnefs gave them time to take
** Meafures to flop our Progrefs.'*

The Truth is, by feme Means, or other, we
have little attended to fupport any inteftine Di-
vifions or Commotions in France: Our perfidious

abandoning of the Protejlants there, upon former

Occafions, before they were reduc'd to this Ebb,
is a Reproach upon the Stuarts that can never

be wip'd off-, and the Guilt and Blood of it lies

at their Door : But Circumftances of this fort in

the prefent Times require to be nicely managed,

and can no way be improved to much Advan-
tage, without we have a confiderable Body of Re-
gular Troops at hand, which alone can convince

the People of France of our power to give them
Afllftancc. This is, perhaps, now the only

Method of breaking the Strength of the French

Monarchy, which is abundantly fortified on its

Inland-Fro7ttiers ; and whilft it has the whole

Body of its People within undi(lurb*d, will al-

ways be able to exert a prodigious Force at thefe

Extremities: but an Attack by Sea in the Heart

of its mod fruitful Provinces, would interrupt its

Commerce, and fupprefs its Revenues, and raife

a Spirit in their People, which they might never

afterwards be able to break ; but all this it is in

vain to think of, without we fupport a fufficient

Land-Force.

D Admit-
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Admitting the utmoft that can be attri-

buted to our FJeet alone -, Allowing, though it

is by no means true, that it can eftedually

guard our own Coafts ; is it not evident that

our Weaknefs at Land muft diminifh its Force ?

for we muft always referve our moft potent

Squadron at hand, for our own Defence againft

an Invafionj and the Remainder is all that we
can employ at any Diftance ; which, probably,

may not exceed the French Squadron in the

Straits, or JVeft'Indies : fo that our Weaknefs at

Land aUually deprives us of a Superiority at

Sea. This at the fame time is fure to create

an ignora>:t Clamour -, and the Wifdom of a

Minifter in not leaving us unguarded at home,

ihall be branded for Cowardice -, and the Squa-

drons that are rcferved for our own Defe?ue,

Ihall be ridiculed, and ftig?natizedy with being

facijick.

But Perfons who indulge themfelves in Rc-
fiedions of this Sort, are little acquainted with

our prefent Circumftances. If they calmly con-

fider'd the Nature of Puhlick Credit, how ea-

fily it is affeded in all places, how difficultly

reftored in any, and of what Confequence it is

to this Kingdom, they would foon apprehend

the Importance of guarding againft all Ap-
prehenfions of the Stability of the Government,
before every other Article whatever. It is

eafy to form Expeditions for five hundred

Ships of War, if we had fo many ; and to

propofe plaufihle Schemes for employing all our

Regular Land-Force, if it was fifty times as

great as it is : And I am fenfible it is thought

by
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by fome proje^fing Perfons, that we ought, in

the Beginning of this War, to have difpatch'd al-

moft all our Fleet, and our experienc'd Regi-
ments to the li^cjl-lndies. This might have
been done indeed, if our Regular Land-Force
was at all numerous, and would admit of any
Deduction for foreign Service, confident with our
own dojnejlic Security.

But if we had thus ventured in our prefent

Circumftances, and left the Nation expos'd with
only eight or ten Thoufand difciplin'd Soldiers,

and a weak Squadron, the lead Motion of the

Troops of France towards Dunkirk, Calais, or
the Coafts of Normandy, or Britany, would
juftly have given us the mod fenfible Alarm

:

And the Equipment of a French Squadron, or an
Account of their collefling Tranfports together,

would have immediately thrown us into the ut-

mod Terror and Confufion ; have put a Run
upon the Bank of England, and perhaps ruin'd

it ; and funk the Price of our Government-
Securities almod to nothing •, and thus have an-

nihilated forty or fifty Millions of Property cir-

culating in the Kingdom.

All this might have been brought upon us in

unguarded Circumdances by France, without

their embarking a Regiment, or running any

Hazard on their Part, but merely by carrying

on hodile Appearances of a formidable Defcent

upon us: The Effefts of millaken Rumours of

this fort in the Year 1713, which are before mcn-
tion'd, fufficiently demonftrate it ; and had any

Confirmation then come of a real Preparation

of Tranfports in France, and of an Appearance

D 2 of
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of Troops ready to embark, we fliould have

fuffer'd at that Time prodigious Milchief; fo

much do we tremble at the Motions of France

upon any Senfe of our own Weaknefs: And
whoever confiders the excefTive Damage we
fhould hereby endure ; the utter Stagnation of

all Trade and Bufinefs, and the Ruin of Mil-

lions amongfl us ; and fuch a thorough Diffi-

dence of our Government-Securities, from this

Evidence of their Uncertainty, that our Pub-

lic Credit might never recover its former Glo-

ry i I fay, whoever confiders the Mifchiet we
fhould thereby be fubjedl to, will be fully con-

vinc*d, that our Security at home is the grand

Point to be guarded by a wife Mimjlry, and

that the lead Apprehenftons of it are not to

be hazarded, for any Views of dijiant Acquiji-

tions.

It is far from my Intention to deny the Be-

nefit of thefe Acquifitions, if they can be made
with Safety to this Kingdom ; I am very fen-

fible of the Value and Confequence of them,

and how much it is our intercft to put our-

felves in a proper Capacity for making fuch

Conquefts: but this I apprehend can only be

done, by a right Augmentation of our Regular

Land Force, fo that we may have a Surplus

fuffiv-ient for any Expedition, above what is rcr

quifite for our own Security •, otherwife, if we
venture our Troops from us, our Risk at home

will beimmenfely greater, thansinyjufi Prc/pe^s

of Jdvantage abroad.

It is certain indeed, that our Regular Land-
Force of hit hath been fomewhat augmented,

fo
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fo that in Times of Peace the Wifdom of the

Legiflature hath appointed, *' That the Number
" of effedive Men to be provided, for Guards
*' and Garrifons in Great Britain, and for Guern-
" [eyzxidijerfey, fliouldbe, (including 1815 In-
** valids, and ^^^ Men, which the fix indepcn-
*' dent Companies confift of, for the Service of
" the Highlands) feventeen Thoufand feven hun-
*' dred and four Men, CommifTion and Non-
*« Commiflion Officers included

: " And though

the Wifdom and Lenity of his Majefty's Govern-

ment have greatly promoted our Trade and

Wealth, and advanced the public Credit of the

Nation , yet thofe, who have confidered thefe

Things, will be fenfible that I am far from alTert-

ing too much, when I affirm that our public

Credit could never have arofe to its prefent Glo-

ry, without this Augmentation of our difciplin'd

Troops, whereby the Stability of the Govern-

ment hath been better fecured than formerly ;

and the People relieved from perpetual Dread

and Alarms of Invafions.

'Tis natural, I am very fenfible, for Country

Gentlemen to urge the Expencc of our difci-

plin'd Troops, and the Danger they bring upon
our Liberties and Happinefs; and they mean
well and honeflly in it ; But with the utmoft

Refpeft to thefe Gentlemen, I muft beg leave

to obferve that they feem not fully to have

confider'd the prefent Cirumftances of the Nati-

on ; our publick Credit is now interwoven with

the prefent happy Eftablifhment •, The Support of

the Government, the Property of Millions, and

the Continuance of our Trade and Manufifturcs

depend upon this Credit ; and it is certain that any

confiderable Redudion of our difciplin'd Troops
would
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would immediately affe£l it ; and that to diminiili

thefe Troops as low as they were after the Peace of

Reijwick, which fome Gentlemen are fond of,

would deftroy at leaft twenty or thirty Millions

of Property in the Government- Securities, be-

longing to our moft ufeful Trading Subjcdls;

which would of courfe alfo proportionably lefTen

the Value of the Landed EJlates-, and thus wc
iliould annually lofe immenfely more by fuch a

Diminution of thefe Troops, than we have ever

yet paid for their Maintenance ; fo that the Ar-
gument from Expence is quite miftaken -, as is

that likewife from the Danger of our Liberty

and Happinefs ; if they are allowed to depend,

as they certainly muft in a great Degree, upon the

firm Eftablifliment of our Public Credit,

It cannot be denied then, that our Mainte-

nance of a eonfiderable Body of difciplin*d

Troops, is abfolutely neceflary to keep our Pro-

perties from continually fluduating, to preferve

our Trade, and to give Strength and Stability to

the Government ; at the fame Time it muft be

own'd with equal Candour, that the Maintenance

of fuch a Body naturally augments the Power
of the Crown ? What then is to be done ? On one

Side it is -proved, that we arc continually liable to

foreign Ravages^ and to perpetual Mifchiefs from

the Dread of them : On the other it isfear'd, that

we fhall lay ourfelves open to Tyranny at home. It

is neceflary therefore to enquire into the prefent

Balance of Power in this State between the Crown
and the People •> And if it Ihall appear, that the

Power of the Crown is increafing at prefent, then

an Augmentation of our Regular Land-Force,

or any other additional Weight to the Crown^ is

juftly to be dreaded by real Patriots; but if the

Power
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Power of the Crown at prefent is fwiftly decreaf"

ing, we have then lefs Caufe for Apprehenfiona

from this ^arler, and ought heartily to provide

for our Security from foreign Ravages^ though

the neceflary Means of making this Provifion

fhould tend to increafe the Regal Power.

This Power-, I am fenfible, hath been rcprefent-

ed of late in a very formidable Light, particu-

larly by the Author of the Dijfertation on Parties ;

And if Prejudices in general ought not to be
ftriftly fupprcffed, efpecially in Matters of fuch

high Importance, I muft needs acknowledge,

that I fhould be ftrongly prejudiced againft any
Tenets recommended by this Writer ; for is not

this the Man that hath efpoufed and betrayed all

Parties, that broke the vi6torious grand Alli-

ance, and preferved the Power of France ftill

infolent and dreadful ? Is not this he that tramp-

led under Foot all the Blood and Treafure that

had been fo freely fpent for the Liberties of Eu-
rope-, that fneer'd the brave and fuffering Cata-

lans •, and hath always lliewn the moft determined

Hatred to the Freedom and Happinefs of Man-
kind j but he is now alarming us with the Power
of our own Crown ; Hear his Words.

Page 235 of that Treatife, " Much more
" might be faid concerning the Increafe of
*' Power that the Crown hath acquir'd, and
" muft continue to acquire, according to the
" prefent Conftitution, and Management of the
" Revenue. Much more might be faid to fhew
" that the Power of Money, as the World is

'* now conftituted, is real Power; and that all

" Power without this is imaginary : that the
" Prince who gets Prerogative alone gets a

" Pban-
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*' Phantom % but that he who gets Money^ even
" without Prerogative, gets fomething real, and
'* will be as much ftronger than his Neighbours,
" and his People too, as he hath a greater Com-
" mand of Money."

This feems at firft to be a Paraphrafe upon Har-
rington* s, Pofition in his Oceana, 'That Dominion is

founded only in Property \ and in the long Run this

will always be found true, however it may happen
upon fudden Occafions : But I muft beg Leave to

diffent from one Aflfertion of this Gentleman*s,

That the Prince who gets Prerogative alone gets a

Phantom \ for Prerogative in full Power will

command Money \ as was always feverely felt,

before it was reftrain'd, in this Kingdom ; par-

ticularly in Loans, Benevolences, and free Gifts,

which the People were continually forc'd to

grant, under the Terrors of its Power ; being

fenfible, if they refus'd, they fliould be other-

wife harafs*d with Amercements, on innumera-

ble Pretences. The Fines and Compofitlons for

Scutage, and Knight-Service, were an inexhaufti-

ble Fund of Wealth to the Crown. JVilliam

the Second order'd twenty Thoufand Men to

be ready for his Service in Normandy ; and when
they were come to the Sea-fhore, in order to be

tranfported, allow'd them all to return home,
upon paying him Twenty Shillings a Man.
The Grants of Monopolies, and Exadlions of

Ship-Money, fo late as in Charles the Firlt's Time,
are known to every one; and, in Ihort, nothing

is more evident, than that the Prerogative was
fo far from being a Phantom, as this Gentleman

terms it, that it gave the Crown a Power, almoft

unlimited, over the Lives and Properties of the

Subjed:s.

It
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It is indeed for the Purpofe of tliis Gentle-

man, who is reprefenting the prefent Power of

the Crown as enormous, to conceal, as far as

he can, every Branch of its ancient Power \ and

to fet forth the Dread and Influence of the old

Prerogative as quite imaginary : How falfe thefe

Colourings are, is fufficiently known to every

judicious Lover of Liberty; nor can we ever be

too fenfible of the BlefTing, of having the Prero-

gative confin'd within narrow Limits. But paf-

fing from this, 1 return again to the Power of

Money j It is continually urg'd, that the Po'^ier of
the Crown in this Refpedl is at prefent increased,

and increafing beyond all due Proportion: if it

be fo, I muft freely acknowledge it to be a juft\

Occafion for Jealoufy in the People. But, before

I examine into this, by ftating the fcveral Re-
venues of the Crown at difterent Periods, from
the Reftoration to his prefent Maje(ly*s AccelTi-

on, it is proper firft to obferve, that the Crown,
before the Revolution, had the abfolute Com-
mand and Difpofal of the whole Jlanding Public

Revenue^ which was then all call'd the Revenue

of the Crown^ and: refcrv'd any Part of it for its

own Purpofes and Defigns ; employing as little

as it pleas'd, for the honejl and ufeful Purpofes of

the Nation.

Such was the abfolute uncontroulahle Power

which the Crown had over the Standing Reve-

nue before the Revolution-, and upon calling a

Parliament, is was eafy to obtain, on various

Pretences, a large additional Sum, the Difpofal

of which was likewife entirely in the Bread of y

the Crown : But indeed, Mifmanagements of thc>

E Govern-
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Government under the two Jameses and Charleh

were fo great, that thefe Princes were generally

uhwilling to meet a Parliament; however, upon
giving any moderate Satisfaftion to it, the Court

almoft always obtain'd whatever Aid they de-

fired : And, if we examine the Hiftory of

Charles the Second, we fliall fee large Sums
continually procured from the People, and little^,

or fomctimes nothing, apply'd to the Purpofes

for which they were given : This Method he

follow'd fo clofely in the firft T>uUh War, that

when a Peace was only in View, before it was
concluded, he negle6i:ed to fit out a Fleer, and
left the Nation entirely defencelefs ; which

brought upon us the eternal Reproach at Chat-

ham', the Court pocketing one Million^ eight

hundred 'Thoufand Pounds, that was given for

the Services of this War but about fix Months
before, and was then in Colleflion by a Poll-

Tax and Monthly AfleflTment: But the Nation-

was then forced tb bear it ; for fuch was the Plea- \

fure of the Couri in thofe Days, and its Power
of Money.

The fame Monarch, in the Year 1677, pre-

tending to have real Intentions of declaring War
againft France^ according to the Defires of his

People, began to levy Forces, and obtain'd an
A£l for raifing Money by a Poll, and otherwife^

to enable his Majejl'y to enter into an Actual
War againfi the French Kiijg ; when, at the fame
Time he was negotiating a Treaty by his Am--
baffador at France^ for a Penfion of three hun-

dred Thoufand Pounds per Annum from that'

Crown. This was difcover*d to the Houle of

Commons by Mr. Mountague, who was that

Am-
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Ambaflador ; and prov'd by Letfers which the

King had undcrv/ritten with bis own Hand\
Whereby the ParJiameiit found they were en-

tirely impos*d upon, and that the King had ob-

tained by the Bargain a large Sum of Money, and
a numerous Army on Foot ; which, as it was by
no Means defign'd for a foreign War, gave
them juft Apprehenfions, and it was their Bu-

finefs at any Rate to have thefe Forces disband-

ed : And thus the Parhament, which had a few

Weeks before given a large Sum of Money for

raifing this Army, v/as now forc'd to provide

another confiderable Sum for disbanding it; and
were glad to bring it to this IfTue, without en-

quiring into the piitribution of the Money firft

given. All that they could infift upon was, that

the Sum to be levy*d for disbanding thefe For-

ces, Ihould not be intrufted with the Crown, but

with CommifTioners of their own appointing;

nor could the Court, after fuch maniieil mifap-

plying of the Public Money, well oppofe it in

this Inftance-y But fatisfy'd itfeJf with pocketing

the grsateji Part of what had been before givsn

for the Piirpofes of the War.

This was the Pozver and Conduct of the Croum^

with Regard to the Public Revenue before the

Revolution: after which glorious Aira it was

wifely concerted, for the fecurity of the People

from perpetual Embezzlements of the Money ap-

pointed for Public Services, to allot a feparate

Income^ for the Houfiiold of the King, and for

maintaining the Honour and Dignity of the

Crown, which is now ufually call*d the Civil hlfi

Revenue-, and to put the reft of the Public R.^-

venues entirely under the Command of the Par-

E 2 liament j
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liamcnt •, and no more to leave them to the dif-

cretionary Difpoial of the Court. This Hkewife

included in it not only the Command of the P«^-

lic Revenues^ but render'd at once all the Public

Services of the Government entirely fubjedt to the

Parliamentary PFifdom and Dire^ion.

The Crown was thus inftantly ftripp'd of the

greateft Part of its Power -, and the Commons ac-

quir'd ?inew and extraordinary Weight on the Le-

giflature. Every particular Service of the Govern-

ment has from that Time been firfl fubmitted to

their Approbation in order to be provided for out

of the Public Revenues: As every Step that con-

cerns thefe Revenues muft firft proceed from the

Commons; who, after they have examin'd and

approv'd of the current Services for each enfuing

Year, appoint the Manner ofraifing the Supplies,

and appropriate them to thofe particular Services

only ', the chief Bufinels of the Crown, in thele Re-
fpeds, being to fee to theApplication of riiefe Public

Moneys according to their Appropriation ; And
at the next Meeting of Parliament, before any Sup-
plies are granted, an Account of the Application of
the Money given for the Services of the laft Year,

is now conilantly fubmitted to both Houfes.

This Appropriatign of the Public Revenues is

the great Palladium of our Liberties ; Its impor-
tance is lb high and valuable, that it ought to be
generally underflood and inculcated, and will

cafily excufe any Repetition I may fall into, in

enumerating its Advantages.

The firfl and mofl obvious Benefit of the

appropriation of the Public Revenues^ is the

de-



[ 37]
depriving the Crown of the abfohite Power of
diipofing of thefe Revenues at its Pleafure : For,

though it may, perhaps, be imagin'd by fome.
That, notwithftanding this Appropriation^ the

Crown can command thefe Revenues by the

Means of corrupt Officers; It is certain that

the Nature of thefe Services is fo well known at

prefent, and the Non-performance of them fb

eafily deteded. In fhort, the Number of thofe

that are Checks, and muft be privy and con-

fenting to every Fraud, are fo great. That no
Minifter in his Senfes will attempt fuch a

Crime, nor any Prince in thefe Days offer to

encourage or abet it ; the Nature of the ori-

ginal Contrary and of the reciprocal Obliga-

tion^ are too well underflood at prefent by the

People of Britain, to make thefe things pals

for Jejis, as formerly : Nor would it be poffible

for the Court to prevent the Difcovery of fuch

Wickednefs, if it was committed -, or being
concerned in it, to bear up againll the Detec-

tion.

The fecond great Benefit of thefe Appropri-

ations, as hath been before mention*d, is the

NecefTity which it occafions of having every

Article of the Public Service fubmitted to

the Difcujfion and Approbation of the Parlia-

ment.

The third Benefit, and what can never be too

much valued, is the Method of this Appropri-

ation, which is made only from Year to Year,

with Regard to the Supplies for the current Ser-

vices ; fo that without the Annual Meeting of the

Parliament, the Navy, Army, Ordnance, and ali

ths
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the other neceflary Wheels of the Government,

^re entirely ftopp'd. This is likewife abundant-

jy llrengthen'd by the Method of granting thefe

Supplies, fo far as they confift of the Malt-Tax

and Land-Tax, which are given only from Year

10 Year ; fo that the Annual Meeting of the Par-

liament is become abfolutely neceflary for the

Support of the Government ; whereby the Mea-
fures of the Court are qontinually examin'd, and
any Grievances of the People laid opefi with fuch

Freedom and Weight, as will never fuffer them
to be long unredrels'd.

This excellent Improvement of the Power and
Uberties of the People is dear to every true

Englijhman ; And to treat this with Coldnefs and
Contempt, is the Condudl that deferv.es the moft
fevere Cenfure. It cannot but ftrongly move
our Indignation, to hear the former unlimited

Power of the Crown over the Public Revenues,

reprefented as a happier State of this Nation,

than we enjoy at prefent; I leave it to the

Reader to judge of the following Words, Page
the 1 2th and 13th in a remarkable Pamphlet,

entitled, An Enquiry into the Condu^f of our Do-
mejiic Affairs from the Tear 1721, ^c. Printed

for H. Haines, at Mr. Franklyn's. " Let us con-
" fider a little the different Circumllanccs of
" the Kingdom now from what it was former-
" ly ; When our Kings had only Occaftonal

" Aids and Suhftdies granted them tor immedi-
" ate Services, which foon ceas*d, the Collec-

" tion was by few Officers, and at little Ex-
*' pence. As the Money was ufually given to

" carry on Wars undertaken by the Crown,
" and not in fo liberal a manner, as Supplies

" have
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" have been lately given, the ScaHtinefs of them
" engaged our Princes to keep a very watch-
" ful Eye over the Dilpofition of the Money

;

" There being no long continued
*' Parliaments in thole Days, ready to make
*' good all Deficiencies demanded from them ;

" NOR WAS THERE ANY GcCASION FOR:
** Acts of Appropriation; The Necefli-
" ties of the Prince were a continued Check
*' in that Gafe upon the Condu(5l of his Mini-
^^ fters', and their Mifmanagements fcldom e-

" fcap'd his Refentment: For it was Himfelf^^ho
*' felt it more than his People.''*

" But the whole Fram6 of our Government Is

" fince chang*d, with Refped to the M^/i6^^ and
*' Manner^ as well as the great Sums of Money
" rais'd upon the People. Our Necejfities have
'* render'd Annual Sefions ofParliament necefTary,

" for above forty Years paft, in order to carry on
" two very long and Expenfive Wars, againfl a
" Power who threatn'd the Liberties of Europe.**

This is fuch an unjuft and unthankful Re-
prefentation of the Irnppy hnprovement of our

Conftitution, fince the Abdication of King
James, as muft give the utmoft Difguft to every

'

Friend to Liberty. Is it not furprizing at this'

Time to hear any Gentleman commend the

Princes of this Kingdom before the Revolution,

for not fuffering Parliaments to meet ? There be--

ing, fays he, no long continued Parliaments in

thofe Days ready to make good all Deficiencies de-

manded from them: whereas it was the Reproach^
of the Reigns of the Four Stuarts before th**

Revolution, that tliey could kldom endure the

Great
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Great Council of the Nation, or fuffer'd it to

meet ; Is it then juft to reprefent this Condud
of theirs, as a public Benefit? In fhort, this

Paragraph, as it carries an Applaule of the ge-

neral Behaviour of thofe Reigns with Regard to

Parliaments, is highly Ihocking j and, if it be

referr'd to Particulars, is notorioufly untrue : For,

is there any thing more glaring in our whole

Hiftory, than the lottg and continued Parliament

under Chm'les the Second ? a Parliament lb cor'

rupt, and fo giving, that the Pretences for ask-

ing Supplies, were only cfteem'd by the Court'

as Formalities ; And little regarded in the Ap-
plication of the Money ; Hear the Words of a

Gentleman, who liv'd in that Reign, and, in

the latter end of it, thus recapitulated fome
Circumllances in the Houfe of Commons ; " I

*' remember when Eleven Hundred Thoufand
*' Pounds was given for building of Ships, and
*' not one Ship built ; and above Two Millions

'* given to fupport the Triple League, and
'* then it was prefently em.ploy*d for the break-
" ing of it ; when Twelve hundred Thoufand
*' Pounds was given for an a£fual War with
" France, when at the fame Time we were un-
•' der all the Obligations for Peace, and fb

" continued.'* Afrer this, Itt. the Reader de-

termine, whether the Public Money was juftly

apply *d in diofe Days j Or whether, as this Au-
thor afferts, there was theh no Occajionfor AEis

of Appropriation.

As to the Frugality and Oeconomy of Charles

the Second, or indeed of any of the Stuarts,

which he afterwards mentions j And that the

Mifmanagements of their Minijiers feldcr/i efcap^d

their
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Ibeir Refentmenty it is as untrue as any thing irl

Nature ; and known to be fo, by every Child in

Hiftory j fo that to offer to confute it feriouOy

would be really ridiculous.

.It is very Unaccountable how a Gentleman
of Senfe and Dircernment, as the Author of
this Pamphlet undeniably is, could fuffer him-
fclf, to utter fuch Doctrines j And it fufficient-

ly ihews how liable we are to overfhoot our

Mark, when we are too much agitated with

Pique and Rcfentment : How painful a Rellrainc

mufl: he have put himfelf under, and how fe*

vcrely have check'd his own Spirit; when he
fpoke of the Revolution in the following

fiat and unanimated Expreffions ; The whole

Frame of our Government is Jince changed:^ with

Refpe5l to the Method and Manner of it^ as well

as to the great Sums raised upon the People. In

the Jatter Part of which Sentence, he leaves an

Imprefilon, of its having prov'd too expenftve

and burdenfom to the Nation ; which is the

more extraordinary, and Ihews how far Paflion

is capable of hurrying us, fince I am convinc'd,

no one can lels regret the Charges we have

bore, in oppofing the Arbitrary Defigns of

France, than this Gentleman ; or more tho-

roughly abhor in his cooler Thoughts, any un-

thankful Sentiment, \i\th. regard to the Revolu-

tion : He adds. Our Neceffities have render''d An-
nual Seffions of Parliament neceffary. To which

I fhall only fay, that he has perpetually urg'd

it himfelf, that we are in Danger, Jeft the Par*-

liament fliould not be annually troubled about

thefe Neceffities i left {om^future Rajh and Defpe-

rate Minijler fhould think the Government i«

F in
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in no Neceffity oiAmvd Supplies for the current

Services ; but fhouid attempt to provide fof

them out of the Sinking Fund and the Salt Du-

ty. In Ihort, Annual SeJJions of Parliament are

owing to the Weight of the People in the Le-

gijlature i and are not to be attributed to cur

Annual JSfeceJfities for new I'axes, which will not

be admitted to fubjijl^ v/hen the People lofe that

Weight ; though, at prefent, it is certain there is

very little Danger in this Refped.

I enter not into the reft of this Pamphlet,

which is very didinftly anfwer'd in an excellent

Treatife *, which I recommend to the Reader

to perufe •, but, as it appears, from this Speci*

men of the Traft I have quoted, that it is dic-

tated by too warm and agitated a Frame of

Temper ; fo I muft acknowledge the Spirit and

Vivacity of it, which this Gentleman has the

peculiar Happinefs of preferving, through De-

tails of Accounts, and fuch Reprefentations, as

are flat and tedious in ail other Writers.

I beg Leave next to fubmit to the Reader

the Words of tT^*? Differtation on Parties, Page 222.
" Formerly (by which he means before the

" Revolution) the whole Expence of the State

" was born by the Crown ; and when this Ex-
" pence grew upon e>:traordinary Occafions too
*' great for the Revenue of the Crown to bear^

" the People aided the Crown, if they approved
" the Occafions of the Expence. Thefe Grants
" were properly Aids, no more ; for the Reve-

• Seme Confiderations coneertiiw tht Public Funds, the

Public Revenues, and Annual Supplies, i3c. Printed for

J. Roberts.

" 7tue
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" nue of the Crown was engag'd in the firfl:

*' Place, and therefore it might fecm reafon-

" able, that the Crown fliould have the Levy-
*' ing and Management of the fVboie ; of ibefe

* Aids^ as well as of the Standing Revenue:
" but "it happened in this Cafe^ as it does in ma-
" ny i the Reafon of the Tubing ceas*d, and the
*' ^hing continued : A feparate private Reve-
" nue, or a Civil Lifi^ as we commonly call

" it, was aflign*d to the Crown, From thaj:

*' Time the former Order hath been reversed

;

" our Kings, inftead of contributing moji^ have
" contributed Nothing to the Public Charge:
" and the People of Britain, inllead of giv-
*' ing occafionally Aids to the Crown, have
*' taken upon themfelvcs the whole Load of
*' ordinary and extraordinary Expences, for

" which tliey annually provide."

This Paragraph is loaded with Malice, and
falfe Infinuations ; the Drift of it is to perfuade

his Readers, that the Crown, ^nce the Revolu-

tion, is greatly eafed from Incumbrances on its

Revenue, and that the People have taken a new
Burden upon themfelves ; His Argument (lands

thus

:

The Crown, before the Revolution, bore all

the ordinary Expences of the Government

;

the Crown, ftnce the Revolution, bears none of

them; therefore the Crown,^nce the Revolution,

is unrealbnably eas'd, and the People incumber'd.

Now would not any one imagine, that the Re^

venue of the Crown was the fame in both Cafes,

and that no Author, in common Honejly, would

otherwifc urge this Argument to his Readers j

Fa for
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for if the Revenue of the Crown, fince the Rez^Q-

lutiotiy be extremely lels than it was before, it is

impojfible for the Crown to contribute to the Pub-
lic Charge, if it was its Duty, as much as it could

formerly ; and the whole Argument fails to the

Ground.

But nothing is more certain, than that the Re-
venue of the Crown under James the Second

was upwards of Two Millions per Annum ; and
under Qecrge the Firft only Seven hundred Thou-
fand Pounds. This the DiJJertator was fenfible,

that many are unacquainted with j And to fuch

as are ignorant of it, which are nineteen in

twenty of his common Readers, his Argument
appears irrefiiliblc : And they apprehend there

is jufl: Caufe for being jealous of the Encroachr

ments of the Crown. Thus he fucceisfuiJy pro^

pagates Uneafinefs;
—

' But is this a fair way of
dealing -vith Mankind .? Or an honeft and virtu-

pus Method ofoppofing any Adminiftration .?

This may deferve to be inore fully ex-

plained, though I have before enter'd into it

:

The Parliaments after the Revolution^ being fen-

fible of the perjjetual Mifapplication of the Re-
venue, whilft it was under the unlimited Power
of the Crown, wifely determin*d to come to a

fair Explanation of this Bufinefs ; and to fix,

what Part of the Revenue ^<?«V, and what Part

Jhcu^d not, be in the Power of the Crown to ap-

ply to its own particular Expences and Purpofes;

accordingly, fuch a Part of the Revenue, as

they judg'd reaibnable, was allotted for the

Maintenance of the King's Houfhold, and fup-

porting the Honour and Dignity of the Crown

:

This is t\\t private Revenue of the Crown, which
is"
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is ufually cali'd the Civil Lifi\ all the rcfl: of
the Revenues the Parliament obtain*d the Power
of appropriating and directing to the Public

Services, according to their own Wifdom and
Difcretion, without leaving them, as formerly,

to the abfolute Power of the Crown. This was
a Point of the utmoft Importance gain'd by the

People : nay, it is probable, its Extent was hardly

perceiv'd at tirft j though it is now undeniably

leen to be the grand Barrier of our Liberties •, and
is llich a new and effcdlual Weight in the popular

Scale of Power, as, if I am not greatly miftaken,

is far from being over-balanc*d by any thing in

the Regal.

But to return, it is evident that the Crown,
at prefent, inftead of having the ivhole Public

Revenues to range in, and to apply to its own
private Purpofes, as formerly, is entirely con-

fin'd, if I may be pardon'd the ExprefTion, to

a particular Salary. It is not to be expefted,

therefore, or dcfired, that the Crown fhould

allot any Part of this Salary to the Public Ser-

vices, which is exprefsly allotted for its own pri-

vate Ufes. That Part of the Revenue, which
the Crown formerly allotted, or rather Jhou*d

have allotted, to the Public Ufes, is now taken

from the Crown, and allotted to thefe Ufes by
the Parliament. Is it reafonable therefore ? Is it

poflible for the Crown, at prefent, to take the Bur-

den of the Public Charge on itfelf, as formerly ?

Yet this is the Complaint of this Author ; And tho*

we are fure, Jince the Revolution, which we never

were before, that the Revenue, which ought to

be apply'd to the Public Services, is not ufurp'd

by th^ Crown; yet this is his Injinuation. In

Ihort,
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fhort, fuch falfe and difihgenuous Suggeftions,

calculated to irnpof? on the Ignorance of hi^

Readers, and to propagate ground lefs Uneafin^l^,

are to be detefled by every Man of Candour and

Virtue; and fufficiently demonftrate, that tl^is

Author was aftuated by another Spirit^ than, t|^e

Spiril of 1'ruth and Liberty \ notwithfta^nding .his

fovvoard 'Pretences in this Trcatife. ^

The reft of this Paragraph carries on the farrie

Sort of Complaints and Infmuations againll the

prefent Power of the Crown ; this is indeed the

peculiar Talent of this Author j He excels in a

Method of flurring over Fafts, and leaving the

mofl uneafy Impreffions upon his Readers, even

when the real State of thefe Fadls ought juftly

to convey contrary Sentiments j of which the

reft that he offers upon this Subjed is a very

Extraordinary Specimen: " Notwithftanding
*' this vaft Alteration in the State of the Re-
" venue, and the Interefl of the King and the
*' People, in the Management of it, the fame
•' Forms of granting Aids to the Cr^wu, and
" of levying I'a^xes, and of managing the Pul^-

" lic Trc'fifurey have been continued; fo that

" the People ftand oblig*d (for the Crown,
" that is trufted with the Whole^ is bound for

" nothing) to make good all Deficiencies, though
** they have no Share in the Management Q^
" the Revenue.^*

It is plainly intended, by this Paragraph, to

create fome dark Jealoufies in the Reader, about

the fame Form off levying 'Taxes being continued,

notwithftanding a vafi Alteration ; and about th^

Crown's being bound for nothing, with other ter-

rifying



[47]
ufying Infinuations; \ make no Quellion but

thefe Words hive' had that malicious Effect,

vvhreh the Aiftfior defignM ; and yet they really

contain no other Information than what follows,

IS the Reader will immediately lee, if he pleafes

to be at the Trouble to make the Gomparifon :

No'twifhftanding the Crown is thus limited in its

own Expences to the Civil Lijl Revenue^ yet Tap^es

and Aids eontime to be rais d, as formerly, by A5f

of Parliament : And they are fiillgrarJed, after the

old Form, to the King, though they are appropria-

ted to public Ufes ; fo that the Parliament provides

for all that is wanting for thefe public Ufes : for it

is impoffible for the King to do it, who has only his

Civil Lifl, ' though the Executive Power is fiill left

in the Crown.

This is the whole Subftance cf this Paragraph;

but he has thrown it into fuch Words himfelf, as

muft alarm any ordinary Reader, and fuggeft to

him very mcb.ncholy Apprehenfions : At the

fame Time, though he infinuates the utmoft Mif-

chief, he plays fo loofe, that nothing can well be

fix*d upon him ; afting like an Irijh Rapparee,
who is continually feen, but whenever you ad-

vance to attack him, retires into his Bogs, and
vaniflies, not daring to maintain his Ground, like

a fair and manly Enemy.

He goes on upon the fame Subjed, " Our
" Kings, fince the Eftablifhment of the Civil
*' Lift, have not only a private feparate Efiate^
" but receive a kind of Rent-Charge out of
" the Public Eftate, to maintain their Honour
" and DigrJty, nothing elle.'* Now here the

Reader mty underftand, if he pleafes, that the

Crowa



Crown has not only a private Eftate, but a Rent-

Charge upon the Pubhc Eftate hefides. It has

been the Care of this Author to exprels himfelf

fo, that any one ignorant of the Matter before,

wou'd thus underftand itj Not only, fays he, a
private fepardte Eftate, but receive a Kind of Rent*

Charge to maintain their Honour and Dignity, no-
THiNG ELSE. What ELSE wou'd he have it

for ? The Padiament have given it only for

this; they have thought fuch a Revenue requi-

lite for this Purpefe only ; the Parhament hkewife

annually give the reft of the Revenue to the

Public Ufes only -, or, according to his Phrafe, to

the Public Ufes ; nothing elfe. If he thinks no
fuch Rent^Charge fhou*d be given to the Crown,
why does not he fay fo, and produce his Reafons •,

Inftead of dropping mean Infinuations, without

fairly ftanding to any Circumftance.

It is neceflary to add the Remainder of his

Paragraph upon this Subjedt ; wherein the Read-
er will fee the fame Deficiency of real ObjeSfionSf

and the fame Abundance of falfe Infinuations.

*' And whether the Public Eftate thrive, or not,
*' this Rent-Charge muft be made good to themj
*' at leaft as it hath been fettled on our prefent
" fnoft gracious Monarch ; If the Funds appro-
" priated produce the Doubk of that immenfe
*' Revenue of Eight Hundred Thoufand Pounds
•* a Tear, which hath been fo liberally given
" him for Life : the Whole is his, without Ac-
*' count ; but if they fail in any Degree to
** produce it, the entire National Fund is en-
** gag*d to make up the Difference: But aU
*' though our Kings have thus no longer any
" immediate Intereft in the Public Eftate, they



[49 ]

** are trufted with the entire Management of it j-

•* they are not only Stewards for the Public

^

*' but they condefcend to be fuch for all thofe
** privatg Perfons^ who are the Creditors of the

•* Public, and have the additional Trouble of
* managing about Three Millions a Tear on this

*• Head.**

The firft Part of this Paragraph fuggefting

the Enormity of his prefent Majefty*s Civil Lift

Revenue, I fhall anfwer hereafter, when I treat

of this Revenue : But his Aim, in the latter End, is

to infinuate, that the Crown ought to be deprived

of the Executive Power, and only to be intrufled

with the Jdminiflration of its own Civil Liji Re-
venue. This he has before (Irongly urg*d, and

laid down his Reafons, why the Crown ought

not to be trufted, at prefent, with this Power,
though it ought formerly.

But as this is a Subject of the utmoft Con«
fequence, I defire to give his Argument, as it

is drawn up in his own Words -, though I have

before conlider'd them, with Regard to another

Point :
" Formerly (fays he) the whole Ex-

*' pence of the State vv^as born by the Crown ;

" and when this Expence grew, upon extra-

" ordinary Occafions, too great for the Reve-
*^ nue of the Crov^n to bear, the People aided
»* the Crown, if they approved the Occafions of
*' the Expence. Thefe Grants were properly
*' Aids, no more ; for the Revenue oi the
«' Crown was engag'd in the fird Place, and
" therefore, it might ktm reafonable, that the
" Crown fliou'd have the Levying, and Manage-
•' ment of the whole of thefe Aids, as well as

*' of the Handing Revenue."

G This
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This Argument in the ftrongeft Terms ftands

thus i

Formerly » the whole Ordinary £xpences of.

the State were born by the Crown.

Upon Extraordinary Occafions it was indeed .

fometimes aided by the People.

But as the Crown took upon itfelf the whok
Burden, it was but juft it lliould have the ioJ:foh

Management.

The Fallacy of this Argument lies in not'

rightly diftinguifliing about the R.evenue of the

Crown ; before the Revolution, the whole ordi-

nary Revenue of the State was in the Power of

the Crown, and call'd the Revenue of the Crown

,

without any Diftinftion of what was to be al-

lotted for the Civil Lift, and what for the cur-

rent Service. After the Revolution, the Civil Lift

only became the Revenue of the Crown ; fo that

the Argument of this Author is really reduc'd

to what follows

:

Formerly, there were no Boundaries fix'd to

the Expences for the Civil Lift, and for the cur-

rent Services, the whole Ordinary Revenue of the

State being then under the uncontroulable Power
and Management of the Crown.

Therefore the whole Extraordinary Revenue of

the State ought to have been under the lame
uncontroulable Management likcwife.

This is to convince every one, that the Crown
was more juflly entitled to the executive Power

for-



formerly, than at prefcnc ; and is a juft Specl«

merj of the profound Reafoning of this all-

accomplijh'd Writer.

What he alledges about the Burden on the

Revenue of the Crown formerly, is exadlly of the

fame Texture j that is, a mean Attempt to im-

pofe upon his Readers, by concealing from them,

that this Revenue before the Revolution, included

the Civil Lift and current Services ; and fince

included the Civil Lift only. But it is pe-

cefTary to add fomething more concerning the

ixecutive Power.

That this Power in the Crown fhould be

limited, as at prefent ; particularly, that the

Public Revenues fhould be appropriated by Par-

liament, is jufl: and requifite j and a great Im-
provement of our happy Conftitution : But to

take any principal Part of this Power entirely

from the Crown, and to lodge it, for the future,

in other Hands, uncontrouiable by the Crown,
will be, in Reality, to create two fupreme inde-

pendent executive Magiftracies in the fame Go-
vernment-, the Abfurdity of which is fufHciently

evident. I fay nothing of the Espence, though

this muft be very confiderablc, to fupport any

fuch independent executive Power in new Hands,
with proper Dignity : but, from the Nature of

Things, this new Magifiracy will immediately

rival the Crown ; and fix what Limits you pleafe

to their refpedlive Jurifdidtions, they will quick-

ly clafli together, and in a little Time bend

tneir Force to cbftrud and fupprefs each other

;

whereby the Wheels of Government will be en-

tirely ftopp'd, till one of them becomes at

G 2 length
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length fubfervient to the other ; in which Cafe the

Supreme executive Power will again be lodg*d in

one Corporation only. If this Ihould be the new

Magiflracy, which, by fuppreffing the Regal Au'

thorlty, Ihould at length entirely prevail •, Who
can tell, in the violent Contentions and Struggles

for Superiority between ^his and the Crown^

(which muft always continue till one of them is

entirely fubdued,) what dijiorted Model the Go-
vernment of this Ifland may be prefs'd into? Or,
moft probably, it will, at length, be thrown

into the Arms of one powerful refolute Perfon,

without any Limitations.

Oa the other hand, if in the Struggle the

Crown fhould become the Conqueror, it mull,

in Order to this, become fo powerful, as to

break through all Reftraints whatever, whereby
we fhall inevitably fall under an ahfolute Mo-
narchy ; and this, indeed, will probably be the

laji Refulty whatever Side fhall obtain the Vic-

tory.

It appears then from Reafon, as it does from
all Experience in Hiftory, that two fupreme in-

dependent executive Magijlracies can never long

fubfift together in one State ; and therefore, to

deprive our own Crown, for the future, of any
principal Part of the executive Power, fuch as

the Colledlion and Diftribution of the Public

Revenues, according to the Infinuation of this

Author, would unavoidably occafion the moft
violent Convulfions in this Nation, and foon end
in the Lofs of all the long preferv'd, long envfd
Liberties of Britain.

To
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To confider the Confequences of this Author's

Infinuation in another Light j If the Crowit

was deprived of the principal Part of the exe-

cutive Power, it would immediately iofe the

greateft Share of its Weight and Authority^ and
of its Usefulness likcwife to the State; forthe

Crown is to be confider'd now, as veiled with

the Supreme Magijlracy ; To fupport which with

proper Grandeur and Dignity, at the Head of
fo great and weahhy a People, and to be a
proper Balance to the Legiflative Power, a con-

fidcrable Ckil Liji Revenue is julftly allotted :

But, if you take away the Employment of the

Crown, and rnake it only a Sine Cure^ fo that

the PoiTefTor of it fhall no more be the Supreme

MagiJJrats, what will be the Confequences ? Will
it not juftly be faid, that the Civil Lift was ori-

ginally defign*d and appointed for fupporting the

Dignity of the Supreme Magijlrate, and to at-

tend upon him ? That whilft this Magiftracy

was veiled in the Crown, fuch a Revenue might
have been properly allotted to it ; But that it was
by no means reafonable, while the State labour'd

under great DiiBculties, to allow fo large a Sum
for the Support only of an ufelefs Pageant.

Thus the Reafon and Foundation of this Re-
venue no more fubfilling, it will be impoffiblc

for the Crown to avoid yielding up feme Pare of
it to the Public; efpecially, its Weight and In-

fluence being gone away with the Supreme Ma-
giftracy : And this/r// Diminution of the Reve-
nue of the Crown will dill further abridge its

Weight and Influence, and of courfe render a
(econA Diminution of its Revenue more eafy.

Let it be confider'd now where this is to (lop

;

the
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the Name of Monarchy will then be ajl that will

continue of it amongft us ; and that only, perhaps,

but a little while 5 And I defirp to know from any

one, that is wife enough, whcLt Fra}?ie of Govern-

rnent we fhall then be refolv*d into ; for it is evi-

dent, that to deprive the Crown of any confi-

derable Part of the executive Power^ will thus

unavoidably run us out of our ^re/ent Conjiitu-

tion,

Thefe Political Tenets and Infinuations of
the Dijfertatqr being thus expos'd, I come next

to confider the Power of the Crown over Mor
ney, or its Pecuniary Power and Influence, at dif-

ferent Periods fince the Refloration ; But it is firft

receffary to deteft another Artifice, carry 'd on
of late with much Difingenuity by feve/al Au-
thors ; they lay it down as a neceffary Confe-

quence, that, becaufe the Income of the Crown is

greater nowy than at any Time 7/^;c<? the Revolu-

tion ; therefore, that the Pecuniary Influence of
the Crown is greater ; which by no Means fol-

Jows •, unlcfs it can be fhewn, that the Income of
the People hath not been equivalently increas'd

in the fame Time ; for if the Annual Income of

the Crown, and of the People, fet out in any
Proportion to each other, and you double both,

the fame Proportion between their Incomes is

flill preferv'di nor will the Pecuniary Influence

of the Crown become greater thereby than be-

fore; though thefe Gentlemen, according to

their Method of arguing, would not fail to re-

prefent it to be double: On the contrary, that

this Influence would be lefs than before, feems

to me evident ; and that the following Propofi-

tion holds true in Politics.

Pro-
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Propofition.

If the Income of the Crown, and of the

People, be refpe^ively doubled, trebled^ or equally

augmented to any Arnount j though the Wealth
of the Crown will be fill in the fame Proportion

to the Wealth of the People, as before

i

yet the Power and Influence of the Crowm
will not be fo confiderable^ as before^ but will be

much dimimfh'd.

This I fhaJl endeavour to prove, by the fol-

lowing Inftance : Suppofe a certain Manour to

be wholly pofTefs'd by the Lord of it, and one
Thoufand Cottagers ; the Lord having Five
Hundred Pounds per Annum, and each of the

Cottagers Ten Pounds per Annum \ the Propor-
tion then of his Income, to any one of theirs,

is f've hundred to ten, or fifty to one •, and he is

certainly very great and powerful, in Compari-
fon to any of thefe ; it will be eafy for him to

bribe, or to ruin, as many as he pieafes.

Let now the Rents of the whole Manour be
uniformly rais'd, by real Improvements, ten

times as high as before ; then will the Lord of
it enjoy Fn-e thoufand Founds per Annum, and the

Cottagers will all become Farmers of One
Hmidred Pounds per Annum Freehold each : Let
it now be confidei'd what Sort of new People

the Lord has about him : Every one of thefe

Farmers poflefs'd of One Hundred Pounds per

Annum, will juftly look upon himfelf to be in

a great meafure independent, and will neither

be led, nor drove, as formerly ; It is not eafy

to ruin any of them ; And, as they will foon be

lenfible,
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fenfible, that they have new Charafters and For-

tunes, it will be very difficult to awe or bribe a

Majority of them*

Again, if a Number of them unite together

in any common Caufe, they are able to form a

Purfe amongft themfelves, and make a powerful

Oppofition to any of his Defigns ; whence he will

fenfibly find, that, thop.gh his Income bears fhd

fame Proportion to theirs which it did before^ his

fVeight and Pozver^ injiead of being the fame^ arc

confiderahly diminifBd.

This is eafily referred to the Crown and the

Peoples And the Reafon of this ^'^tOi from a

general Increafe of Property, will clearly appear,

by examining into the Nature of Power, and

wherein it is conftituted.

Now this feems to me to be near the Truth

;

The Power of the Crown, and the Power of

the People, are to each other, in Proportion to their

refpeElive Abilities, and to their Disposition
and Advantages for employing them againji

each other.

The Abilities of each, depend chiefly upon
the Superfluity of their refpeftive Incomes, over

and above the Expenccs, which they make neccf-

iary to themfelves.

In moft Countries, therefore, the Abilities
of the whole People coIle6ted together, are greater

than thofc of the Crown ; But then it is evi-

dent, that the Crown, by its Unity, Prerogative^

and executive Power^ has more Advantages
for
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for employing its Abilitiis, in order to gain

an abfolute Superiority ; and under many Reigns

has been found to have more Disposition for

doing fo, than the People.

Thefe Principles will appear more plainly,

by examining again the foregoing Inftance :

When the Cottagers had no more than Ten
Pounds per Annum each, their whole Income,

Care, and Thought, was employed to provide

themfelves Food and Necefiaries : Their whole

Scheme then was to keep themfelves from ftarv-

ing; and all they could procure was juft fufH-

cient for that purpofe only : But every Addition

to this Income was a clear Acquifition of Strength

to them, and gave them Abilities to procure,

and defend other Enjoyments -, whereby, accord-

ing to what is laid down above. Superfluity ap-

pears to be the Foundation of all their Ahilities:

And iTjis^ which was before peculiar to the Lord
of the Manour, is now coDimon to thofe that were

the Cottagers ; But his Income being to all theirs

colleflively, as Five Hundred to Ten Thoufand,

or as One to Twenty, it is evident, if the whole
Income of the Manour is increafed in the fame

proportion, that for every fingle Pound extra-

ordinary that he obtains, they acquire amongft

them all Twenty Pounds ; fo that they imme-
diately gain upon him vaftly in Ability ; for,

though there is the fame propordon flill pre-

ferved between the whole Amount of his In-

come, and the whole Amount of th&irs, yet

there is by no means the fame proportion con-

tinued between the Amount of their refpe»5live

Superfluities, wherein their Abilities confift ; ic

being apparent, that the Advantage he had over

H them



them at firft, in this Refpe^t, was infinite, if

you Tuppole they had no Superfluity at all ; for

then, admitting One Hundred Pounds per Aft'"

num to be the narrowed Bounds he could contradl

himfelf within ; his Superfluity is to theirs, as

400 to o, or infinitely greater.

But upon dQubling~\ C 10,000 IperAn.

their Incomes, tiie/ 900 to 10,000 < beingrequir'dfor

Cafe is alter'd, and^ or C theirNeceflkrieSir

his Superfluity is to\. i to 1 1 nearly,

theirs, only as j
Upon quintupling i 2400 to 40,000

their Incomes, it is> or

as 3 I to 17 nearly.

And upon decup- '\

ling their Incomes, / 4900 to 90,000
his Superfluity is to^ or

all theirs colledively, i i to 1 8 1. nearly,

as Jl

And if all their Incomes be continually aug-

mented in the fame Manner, the Superfiuity of

the Lord, in proportion to all theirs, will con-

ftantly be diminifhed, and decline nearer and

nearer to the proportion of i to 20.

As therefore by this uniform Increafe of Pro-

perty, the Cottagers gaiii upon the Lord in Ab>-

lify, which is the chief conftituent Article of

Power ; fo will they likewife in another, that is

in their Di/pofilion for employing this Ability

:

For their Senfe and Spirit will rife with their Pro^

pertv, and they will foon aim at the third Article

o{Pozver\ the "piocunr,^ Advantages to themfclves,

for employing their Ability in the beft manner

upon any Occafion.

Thus, if I miftake not, it undeniably appears,

thai the Power oi the Lord, with refpeft to the

Cot-
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Cottagers, will be confiderably diminlfh'd by
a generaJ uniform Incrcafeof the whole Property

of the Manour: And, if this be relerr'd to the

Crown and the People oi this Kingdom, which

is only a. larger Mamur, it will hold equally true,

and fully demonflrate the Realbnablenels of the

foregoing Proportion

.

This being fo, I proceed next to enquire into

the refpedivc Incomes of the Crown, and of the

People, and of the general Increafe of Property

amongft us, at different Periods, from the Refto-

ration to his prefent Majefty's Accellion: And
if the Income of the Crown hath only been pro-

portionably augmented to the Income of the Peo-

pie, it muft be admitted that the Power of the

Crown is confiderably diminifh''d ; But, if this In-

come hath by no Means been increas'd propor-

tionably to the increafing Income ot the Peo-

ple, it will appear what little Foundation there

is for Suggestions, that the Power of the

Crown is htzomt enormous of late, and ready to

devour the Rights of the People. On the other

hand, it may, perhaps, bring fome ferious Re-
flections into the Mind of those, sK'hofincerely

mean the Welfare of their Country, but are

fpirited up, and eager for fome Chace, where-

ever their Leaders fhall dired: the Cry, and urge

on their Fury: These Gentlemen, it is to be

hop*d, will at length hefitate, and coolly con-

fider where they are driving to, or are rather

drove by their haughty Rulers ; And, as there is

a Point to which the Power of the People ought

juftly to arrive, that their Freedom and Hap-
pinefs may be well fecur'd ; fo every Advance-

ment beyond this, directly tends to involve us in

H 2 Con-
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Confufion, and to overthrow the jujl Poife of

our Government, ^Unlefs the incrcafing Abi-

lity of the People be rightly temper'd with a new

Alcderalion^ and a juft Senfe of the Felicity of

their prefent Situation, without grafping at all

Dof7iimon and Authority ; for that there is a very

extraordinary Increaje of Ability in the People, I

believe will immediately appear •, and that our

Tendency at prefent, unlefs it be rightly moderated,

lies much ftronger to Democracy, than to abfo'

lute Monarchy^

The Parliament, at the Reftoration in 1 660,

voted, that Twelve Hundred Tboufand Pounds per

. Annu7n fhould be fettled upon the Crown for the

Support of its Dignity, and for defraying the

. ordinary Expences of the Government ; towards

which Sum the following Duties were foon after-

wards granted to King Charles the Second for

his Liie i viz.

1. The Cuftoms, being the old Subfidy of

Tunnage and Poundage.

2. The Hereditary and Temporary Excife.

3. The Poa-Office.

4. The Wine-Licences.

5. The Hearth-Money.

6.T0 which are to be added, the fmall Branches
arifing chiefly from the Hereditary Eftate of the

Crown ; liz the firft Fruits and Tenths of the

Clergy i the Fines for Writs of Covenant, and
Writs of Entry, payable in the Alienation-

Office; the Poft- Fines j the Sheriffs Proffers 5

the Compoiitions, and Seizures of Uncuftom'd
and Prohibited Goods ; the Revenue of the Prin^

cipality of PFales, and Dutchy of Cornwall ; the

Rents
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Rents of the Crown-Lands, and Fines for Leafes i

and the Four and a ha.\fper Cent, in Barbadoes,

and the Leeward IJlands.

The Tunnage and Poundage commenc'd from

the 24th of July 1 660 ; the Hereditary and
Temporary Excife, both, from the 25th oi De-
cember 1660 ; the Poft-Office immediately from
the Royal Affent to the A61 for eftablifhing it,

which was given on the 29th of December, 1 660

;

the Wine-Licences commenc'd from xhcLady-Day
following -, and the firft Half-Yearly Payment of

the Hearth-Money was dut 2d. Michaelmas, 1662,

The NeatProduce of thefe fettled Taxes arofe not

firft to 'Twelve Hundred Thoufand Pounds per An-
num ; though after a few Years they arrived

to this Sum, and in the latter part of this King's

Reign far exceeded that Annual Amount : But,

to fupply this Deficiency in the Beginning, very

confiderable Sums were given by the Parliament,

befides providing for all extraordinary Services :

A particular State of which Sums for feveral of

the firft Years after the Rejioration is hereto fub-'

joined; Whereby it will appear, i. What was

the Receipt of the Crown in each Year from its

fettled Revenue, and from extraordinary Supplies,

2. What Part of the Whole was disburfed for the

Puhlick Services. And laftly, how much was ob-

tained by the Crown for the Civil Lift only.

No.
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No. I.

An Account of the Sums granted to King
Charles the Second, by the Convention

begun at Weftminfiery the 25th of A-

frily J 66 1, within the firft fevcn Months
after the Reftoration-y that is, from the

29th of May 1660, to the 29th of

December following, when this Conven-
tion was diflblved.

210,000

140,000

1. Zl^ ASi for putting in Execution an-
«*^ Ordinance for the AJfeJfment of Se-

venty Thoufand Paunds per Months for\

*Il}ree Months^ commencing the z^th of"

June, 1660.

2,7^i? Tunnage and Poundage ASl^ com-'

mencingfrom the z\th of July, 1660.

This, to the Chrijitnas following, be-

ing Five Months, produc'd about

3

.

Two ASfs for continuing the Common-
wealth Excife to Chriftmas, 1660.

The Amount of this Excife for that I

Time does not appear, but is fuppos'd to
^

exceed the Cuftoms, and for thofe Seven
Months may be Hated at

4. An ASlfor the fpeedy Provifton of Money^ -»

for disbanding and paying of the Forces of .

this Kingdom^ both by Sea and Land.
|

This was a PoU-Tax the higheft, v.i,000,000
and moft particular, that had ever been

granted before that Time 5 and compre-
0mammmmmmmmmm

1,550,000
»<

Brought

200,00
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Brought over
L.

1,550,000
bended likewife a Tax ofTwo Shillings

in the Pound upon all Eftates Real and
Perfonal; its Amount, probably, ex-

ceeded

J.
An JSf for thefpeedy ralfmg of Seventy-^

ThoufandPounds for theprefent Supply of/
his Majejiy ; this was by an Affefpnent of\. 70,00*
Seventy Thoufand Pounds for one Month\
commencing the 29//; of September, 1660. j

). An A^for thefpeedy raifing of Sevenfcore')

Thoufand Pounds,, for the compleat dif- %

handing of the whole Arjny, and paying of\
fome Part of the Navy

.

I

This was, by an Afleflment of Se-
venty Thoufand Pounds per Month, for

Two Months, commencing the firft of
November,, 1660, J

. An A£l for levying the Arrears of the'

Twelve Mffnths Ajfeffment ofOne Hundred
ThoufandPounds per Month, commencing

the 2^h of June, 1659 j and of the Six

Months Ajfeffmcnt of One Hundred Thou-

fand Pounds per Month, commencing the

2 5 //;» 0/ December, 1659. > 300,000

If we fuppofe, with Mr. Coke,, Three
"

Months of thefe Eighteen to be in Ar-
rear, as might eafily be, in the Confu-
fton of that Time, the Amount of this

140,00a

was

,
An ASf for granting his Majefly Four-
Hundred and Twenty Thoufand Pounds,

by an Affeffment of Seventy Thoufand
Pounds per Month, for Six Months, for

2,060,000

Brought
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Brought over

disbanding the Remainder of the Army,

and paying of the Navy.
Though this AflelTment was only to

commence from the firft Day of Janu-
'

ory, 1660; yet one Moiety of it was to

be paid on, or before, the firft Day of

February following ; and the Remainder

of it on, or before, the firft Day of April

next enfuing : Befides which, there is a

Claufe for allowing Ten per Cent. In-

tereft to any Perfon who fhall advance

Money upon the Credit of this A(5l ; fo

that the whole Amount was, probably,

receiv'd very foon after Chrijlmas.

9. An ASl for raifing of Seventy 'Thoufand"

Pounds for the further Supply of his Ma-
jejiy.

This was likewife by an Afleflment

of Seventy Thoufand Pounds for one ^
Month, to commence from the firft

Day of July, 1661 : But, upon the

Credit of it, his Majefty, probably, foon

obtain'd the greateft Part of it.

10. To which are to he added the fmall"
Branches.

Their Amount, according to Sir Wil-
liam Petty, in his little Treatifc entitled,

Verbum Sapienti, wrote foon after the

Refloration, was One Hundred and
Thirty Thoufand Pounds per Annu?n

;

and it is hot to be doubted but the whole
Produce for this Year w^as very exadly
paid.

L.

2 ,060^000

Total 2,6So,ooo
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The Hereditary and Temporary Excife, the

Potl-Office, and Wine-Licences, were grant-
ed by the fame Convention ; But as thefe Du-
ties began not to be in Collection, till after

Chrijimas^ i6<5o, they are not added to the
following Articles, whofe Produce was almoft
all obtain'd by the King, within the firft Seven
Months after the Reftoration : For, it is to be
remark'd, that the far grcateft Part of the Jy
;!'{)' was difcharg'd before C/&r(/^;;?^5, 1660

-, and
the laft Remnant of it was entirely disbanded

on Toiver-Hill.y the 14th of /i?^r«^rjy following;

and the Navy was likewife paid off about the

fame Time : fo that the Six Months AflefT-

ment of Four Hundred and T'wenty Thoufand

Pounds muft have been all received before that

Time ; unlefs it be fuppos'd, that the Moiety

of it payable on the firft o^ February, was fuf-

iicient for fatisfying all the Forces: which, if

it was fo, the Crown gain'd more confiderably

by the Gifts of thofe firft Seven Months, than

I ftiall venture, without full Proof, to charge

to its Account.

It is evident, indeed, by the very Titles of

the A(5ts, that the Convention, after granting

the Poll-Tax, for the fpeedy Provifton of Money

for d'lfcharglng the Forces by Sea and Land^ com-
puted, that the further Sum of One Hundred

and Forty Thoufand Pounds was fully fufficienc

for the compkat disbanding of the whole Army,
and paying the Navy : but yet the Crown
afterwards demanded, and obtain'd, Four tJun'

dredand Twenty Thoufand Pounds more, for dif-

charging the Remainder of the Forces.

I How-
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However, admitting that the King galn'd

nothing by this Bufinefs 5 and that the three

Articles of One Million, One Hundred and Forty

1'houfand Pounds^ and Four Hundred and 'Twen'

ty Thoufxnd Pounds, did no more than fatisfy

all the Expences of the Army, Navy, and

the Pay of the three or four Regiments in

Dunkirk \ the Refult of the whole Account

will ftand thus, for the firft Seven Months

after the Rejloration ;

L.

Granted for the Public Services, and? gg^ ^^^
Civil Lift, \ ' '

Disburs'd for the P^blicky '^°°;^°° ? ^^ ^^
Services,

^ 410,000 S

Remainder, being the Sum obtain'd fori ,40000
the Civil Lift, — S '^ »

It may be obferv*d here befides, that the

Convention prefented the King with Fifty Thow
fand Pounds when he was in Holland ; and he

receiv'd likewife confiderable Prefents from

the States General^ the City of London^ and

from a great Multitude of private Perfons,

before and after his Arrival : All which I pafs

over, as well as rhe Amount of the Forfeitures

in England and Ireland^ to a great Sum ; hav-

ing it far from my Intention to fwell this Ac-
count beyond its inmoji Limits.

This profufe Liberality to the Crown, it

may be expefted, will be moderated next

Year ; the firft Tranfports of the Rejioratioti

were
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were then over : The Congratulatory Poems
from theTvvoUnivcrfities by that Time were
extin^ 5 and the Cavaliers, having done with

boajiing of their Valour, were glad to beg any
where a little Credit. To compleat our Hap-
pinefs, upon theSth oiMay\^6\, the Nation
was equipped with a Parliament entirely Tory 5

Now, doubtlcfs, we fliall fee great Frugality

y

an exa6b InfpeSlion into the Public Jccounts, and
a P^/^^r« laid down for fucceeding Parliaments.

However, before we triumph too much in

thefe good Things, it will be proper to obferve

a little how the Gentlemen let forwards.

I find then, amongft their firft Operations

;

1

.

An A5i againji Tumults and Disorders., upon Pre'

fence of prepaying^ or prefenting Public Petitions^

or other Addrcfjes to his Majepy^ or the Parlia-

ment.

2. An A£i for the well governing and regulating of
Corporations.

By this A£t, all Perfons conccrn'd in the

Magiftracy of any Corporation were oblig'd

to take the following Oath j

I
A. B. do declare and believe^ that it is not lawful,

upon any Pretence whatever., to take Arms againji the

King ; and that I do abhor that Traiterous Pofttion of
taking Arms by his Authority againji his Perfcn., or againji

thofe that are commijfton'd by him : So help me God.

This was abolifh'd, the firft of King /F/7-

liam and Mary, and had, in the Opinion of
the Enaftors, entirely excluded us trom ever

aflerting our Rights and Liberties,

I z z> An
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3. An A5i for preventing the Mi/chiefs and Dangers

that may arife by certain Perfons call'd ^akerSy

and Others, refufing to take lawful Oaths.

4. An Adi for the Uniformtty of Public' Prayers,* and

Adminijhation of Sacraments, and other Rites and

Ceremonies,

This Aft, the great Mr. Locke fays, " was
" fatal to our Church and Religion, inthrovv-

" ing out a very great Number (above two
" Thoufand; of Worthy, Learned, Pious,

" and Orthodox Divines, who could not come
" up to feveral Things in it."

5

.

An A5I for preventing Ahufes in printitrg Seditious,

Treafonahle and Unlicenfed Books and Pamphlets ;

andfor regulating of Printing, and Printing-Pref-

fes.

This Aft was continued from Time to Time,
to June i68f j and thence for feven Years

longer, which extended beyond xh^ Revolution
'y

after which it was honestly fufFer'd to

expire, being inconfiftenc with the Liberiies of

a Free Peofik.

It would be eafy to fill a Volume with the
worthy Exploits of this Sort perform'd by this

Parliament ; how ftoutly they fupprefs'd all

Conventicles ; imprifoning, and otherwife puni-
fhing Thoufands of pious and fcrupulousPro-
tefants, for quietly worlhipping God accord-
ing to their oTvj Confciences -, abolilhing the

Rights and Liberties of the People, and ereft-

ing in their Stead Paffive Obedienci and Non^
Refifiance

:
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Rejtjlance : But, leaving thefe Heroical A6ts,

it is my Province, at prcfent, to enquire into

their Bounty to the King, who enjoy'd nov/
a very confiderable fettled Revenue, and was
theretore in lefs Want of any Additional Sup-
plies.

No. II.

An Account of the Neat Produce of the

Settled Revenue^ and of the other Sums

granted to King Charles the Secondfrom

Chriftmas 1660 to Chriflmas 1661.

L.
l.npHE Cuftoms, then farm'd at a-?
i bout i 350,000

2. The Hereditary and Temporary Excife,

,

then farm'd at f 275,952

3. The Wine- Licences firft paid ?itLady-\
'

Day that Year, ^ '*

4. The fmall Branches, whofe Account

Sir William Petty about that Time
computes, as follows,

Crown-Lands per Annum
Poft-Office,

Coinage and Pre-emption of Tin . ~, ^ i to 000
Foreft of Z)^^«, 4,000^ ^

'

Courts of Juftice,

Firfl-Fruits,

762,952

Brought
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Brouglit over

5. An A£l for the declaring^ 'ucfting^ and'

fettling^ of allfuch Moneys^ Goods^ and
Things in his Majejiy, luhich were re-

ceivdjeviedor colle^ed in thefe late '^fimes.,

and are remaining in the Hands or Pof-

fejjion of any Treafurcrs, Receivers^ Col-

leSiors^ or others not pardoned by the A£i

of Oblivion.

The Amount of thefe is unknown,
but there wcre,doubtlers,very confiderablc

Sums outftanding and unfettled, for

which this A&. was pafs'd ; I flial],

however, ftate what was obtained only

at

6. An ASi for a Free and Voluntary Pre-'

fent to his Majejiy.

This was like a general Brief through-

cut the Kingdom j and confidering the

Bent of the Times, and that many Peo- (

pie wanted fuch Opportunities of ingra-
^

tiating themfelves with the Court, its I

Amount muft have been very large :

j

however, I fliall charge it only, ac- |

cording to Mr. Coke^ at J
"j.An ASi for vejiing in his MajeJly ihe~\

Arrears of the Excife, and new Impoji.

By this Adl his Majefty has a Power
of profecuting all Perfons,or their Securi-

ties ; and the Heirs,Executors, and Admi-
niftrators of thefe, for all Arrears, and

Sums, that were chargeable and deman-
dabie for thofe Duties, whilft they fub-

fifted : And thefe Perfons again have a

Power given them of profecuting others,

to relieve themfelves in this Refpedl.

The Sum that the King obtain'd by

this, Mr. Coke charges at

L.

762,952

y 50,000

300,000

V. 300,000

»>4i2,952

Brought
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Brought over 1,412,95:

Thefe A£ls were pa fled the 30th oi July

1 66 1, from which the Parhament was

adjourn'd to the 20th of November fol-

lowing, when they liberally pafs'd, within

leff than a Month, the two following

Afts, which, among others, receiv'd the

Royal Affcntjthe i oth of December, 1 66 1

.

8. Jn A£l for granting unto the King's'

Majejly Twelve Hundred and Sixty

Thoufand Pounds.

This was by an Afleflment of Seventy
Thoufand Pounds/)^?- Month for Eigh- ^-i,260,000
teen Months, commencing from the

|

25 th oi December 1661 : But, upon the
{

Credit of it, his Majefty foon rais'd the
|

greateft Part of this Sum, J

9. An A£i to enable the King's Majejly to"

make Leafes, Grants^ and Copies of Of-
fices, Lands, Tenements, and Heredita-

ments, Parcels of his Highnefs's Dutchy
c/" Cornwall, or annexed to theJame, and
for Confirmation of Leafes and Grants
already made.

This empower'd the King to grant Leafes

for Thirty-one Years, or Three Lives, y
of the Crown-Lands, in the Dutchy of
Cornwall; the referv'd Rent only not
to be lefs than one Qi^iarter of the Year-
ly Value : by which, doubtlefs, very
large Sums were rais'd ; The old Leafes

'

'

granted by his Father being almoft all

cxpir'd ; and many Perfons bidding for

the new Grants ; fo that I may mode-
rately ftate the Sum gain'd by this at

lOOjOOO

2,772*952

'Tis
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'Tis requifite to ftate next the Disburfe-

ments of the Crown this Year for the Pub-
lic Services, which, according to the bed In-
formation I can obtain, weie nearly as fol-

lows.

No. III.

An Account of the Disburfements for the

Tublick Services from Q\\v\{{m2iS 1660,
to Chriflmas 166 1, difiinguifKd under the

feveral Articles.

L.
i.'T'HE Charges of Dunkirk, which ^

*- Mr. Coke-t from the Information of^ ,

fevcral Members of Parliament, eftimates^ °*
°^

at J
2. The Ordinary of the Navy and Ord-1

nance. His Majefty himfelf, in 1678,
promis'd the Parliament, if they would
fettle an Additional Revenue upon him,
to allot Fifty Thoufand Pounds per

jJnnum^ for the future, to this Service;

it may, therefore, be fafely prefum'd,

that before that Time, it had not coft

him fo much ; and that fo early as this

Year, it did not amount to more than

3. The Charges of a Summer-Guard, and")

Cruifers, reckoning Three Thoufand
'

Men, at the prefent Expence of Four

Pounds a Man per Month. This is con- .

firm'd by Sir IVtUiam Petty, who efti- f

mates the whole Charges of the Navy ;
j'

that is, including the Ordinary, in this

Reign, cotnmumbus Annisj at aboutJ
aoooQo/.

256,000
Brought

y 40,000

i56,oo«
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Brought over

4. The Pay of one Regiment of Hcrfe,')

and of one Regiment of Foot, which,
|

upon disbanding the Army, his Majefty
form'd for his own Guard ; the Expence
of thefe muft then have been lefs than

j

the prefent Pay of the Four Troops of

'

Life- Guards , and of the Col(IJ}rea;n '

Regiment of Foot-Guards: However,
that I may not under-eftimate anything,
I fhall charge it at this, vi%.

The Horfe at 66,368
The Foot at 33,299

y. Garrifons, Fire, Candle, and Contin
gencies.

L.

256,000

99,667

} 2O,00O

Total 375,667

And the Refult of the whole Account
for the Year, ending at Chrijlmas 1661,
will ftand thus

;

Received by the Crown for the Publick ^
Services, and Civil Lift, $2,772,952

Disburs'd for the Public Services, 375,667

Remainder, being the Sum obtain'd by ^ - ^Q'-

the Crown for the Civil Lift, )>
2^9/»23>

Thefe were the Firfi-Fruits of this Loyal

Parliament, and fuch is the "Tory Liberality to

the Crown, when the PoJ/eJor of it is after

their own Heart 3 but, fince the Re'uolution, they

are the moH fqueamijh of People, and have

been frighten'd at allowing the Crown an

Arrcar of One Hundred and' Fifteen 'thoufand

Pounds, even to fupply a Deficiency, which
the Parliament was engag'd to make good.—

K Buc
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But it is proper to obferve the further Progrefs

of thefc Gentlemen.

The Parliament was prorogued from the

zoth o^ December i66i to the loth oi January
'following, where they perform'd many noble
Actions againft the Rights and Freedom of
their Country: But their Pecuniary Exploits

being what 1 am at pre Tent to fct forth, it is

neceilary to give,

No. IV.

j^fj Account of the Neat Produce of the

Settled Revejiue, and of the other Sums
granted to King Charles the Secondyfrom

Chriftmas 1661 to Chriftmas 1662.

J
. 'T' H E Cuftoms, then farm'd at about

2. The Hereditary and Temporary Ex-
cife, then farm'd at

3. The Wine-Licences,

4. The fmall Branches, including the

Poft-Office

L.

350,000

275,952

7,000

} 130,000

762,952

5. An A£l for ejlahlijlolng an AdcUt'ionar

"Revenue upon his Majcjiy^ his Heirs

and Succejfors, for the better Support of
his and their Crown and Dignity.

This was the Hearth-Tax, which,
\

until the King had a Power of colledl-

iBg by his own Officers, I muft be fo

Broutxht
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Brought over

fair to acknowledge, producM only a-

bout One Hundred Thoufand Pounds
Per Annwn^ tho' after this Pov/er was
granted to his Majefty, as it was very v.

foon, its Annual Produce was more than

double that Sum; the firft Half- yearly

Payment of this Duty was due, and le-

vy'd at Michaelmas in this Year.

6. An ASi dircBtng the Profecution offuch'\

as are accountablefor Pr'fze-Goods.

By this ASt all Prize-Moneys, or

Goods, fince the Year 1642, which
were unfettled and undetermin'd, were
vefted in his Majefty : This compre-

hended many very confiderable Cap-

tures belonging to our brave Seamen, 1

that they had taken in the Common- '

wealth-War with the Dutch, and in

the Prote5lor\ War with the Spaniards

and Portuguefe. And it is faid in the

A£t, that thefe would, probably, am.ount

to confiderable Sums of Money ; and

they may therefore be very moderately

Itated at

762,952

50,000

ri

7. An A£i for the 7Jiore fpeedy and effeSfual')

bringing thofe Perfons to an Account,
j

whoje Accounts are excepted in the ASl of I

Oblivion. 'v.

As this feems to be only an Enforce- 1

ment of a former Adl pafs'd the laft
|

Year, (Article 5. No. II.) I fhall not:,

charge any thing here to its Amount. J

50,000

000,000

862,952

K t Brought
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L.

862,9^2Brought over

8. An Aci for ordering the Forces in the fe^"

veral Counties of this Kingdom.

His Majefty was empower'd, by this

A61, up')n any apparent Danger of the

Goveriiment, of which he was left the

'Judge, to ra'ife Seventy Thoufand
Pounds, per Annum^ for Three Years,

by an Aflellment, f^r defra)ing the Ex-
pence of anv Part of the Aiihlia, he

Ihould in fucii Cafe think fit to employ. > 2i0,0CX>

This, according to my Apprehenfion,

was a Vote of Credit ; or an Additional

Grant to the Civil Lijl^ under the Ap-
pearance of a Vote of Credit. And, as

Articles of this Sort have been the grand

Topic of Cenfure, of late Years, it is

proper to be known ; that the Prece-

dent of them was firfl introduc'd a-

mongft us, by this 'Tory Parliament. J •

Total L. 1,072,952

The Smalnefs o'i \.\i\'i Sum, confidering the

Liberality of thefe Gentlemen, I mud confefs,

furpriz'd me at firil j and I could not help

wondering what Accident had diverted them
from their former Speedy and his Majefty from

his ufuai Craving. 1 obferv'd, that the Par-

liament was prorogued from the 17th of May
in this Year, when thefe A6ls received the

Royal Alfent, to the 18th of February fol-

lowing, which is a confiderable Advance into

another Year ; But 1 foon recolleded that his

Ivliijelly was cmploy'd in felling /)z;«^/>/^ to the

Fre-fichKi-g^ the latter End of this Summer,
and receiv'd a large I'ortion with his Queen
the Infanta of Portugal j The Amount of

thefe two Sums is, therefore, to be added to

the
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the former Articles •, and the whole Account

of hi!^ Majclly's Receipts from Chrijlmas \66i

to Chrijfmas 1661, will Hand thus 3

L.
'

The Amount of the Eight Articles before, ,
- _^ „._

r f '1 > 1,0/2,952

RectrivM bv the Sale oi Dunkirk, (befides

the French King's engaging for his Sifter's 1

Portion to the Duke of Orleans) FiveN ^qq
Millions of £/wvj ; which then at about

f

'

Twelve Pence each, though fince re-

duc'd, amojiued to

Rccei\''d for Queen Catharine's Portion ^
about >

300,000

1,622,952

No. V.

/in Accmnt of the TDisburfements for the

Fuhlic Servicer from Chriftmas 1661 to

Chriftmas it)62, dijii?2giiiffd wider the

feveral Articles.

HE Charges of Dunkirk^ which,"

Z.

^ T
-• though it was deliver'd to the C ^ 00
French before the End of this Year, I f"

'

(hall ftate at the fuUExpence, J
•

2. The Charges of Tangier^ which Sir'

William Petty, in his Verbum Sa-
pient I, eftimates, ccmmunibus Annis^ 60,00©
exclufive of the Charge of the Mule/
which v/as fcarce yet begun upon, at

Total 1 20,000

Brought
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Brou2;ht over

L,

120,000

40,000

312,000

3. The Ordinary of the Navy and Ord-
nance,

4. The Expence of Lord Sandwich's Sgua-

J

dron of eighteen Men of War this Year
"

to Lisbon ; Part of which brought home
the new Qiieen, and the Reft under Sir

|

yohn Law/on attack'd the Algerines :
'\

If we reckon the whole Number of

Seamen employ'd this Year at Six

Thoufand Men, and thefe at Four
Pounds a Man per Month, tho' it is too

much, the Amount is

5. The Horfe and Foot-Guards, as before,^ ^r

though too much, i ""' '

6. Garrifons, Fire, Candle, and Contin-

gencies,
1 20,000

7. The Sum of Sixty Thoufand Pounds to'

the poor C«^;«//,?r Officers : this was di-

re6led to be paid them, by an Acl of

Parliament pafs'd this Seffion, entitled.

An Aot for Dijiribution of Threefcore

Thoufand Pounds amongfl the truly loyal

and indigent Officers^ out of the AfTefl^

ment of One Million, Two Hundred

and Sixty Thoufand Pounds, granted to

the King laft Seffion. It is very obfer-

vable, that the Oppontlon of the Lords

and Commons to the King in 1642, is

in this A61 call'd a Barbarous Rebellion

;

tho' the Convention in 1660, and all that

regard the Rights of the People, juftify'd

that firft Oppofition, before theExclufion

of the Majority of the Members of the

Houfc of Commons j

v. 60,000

Total 651,667

u
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It will be admitted, I believe, by every Gen-

tleman, who is at all vers'd in thefe Subjc6bs,

that I have by no Means fupprefs'd, or dimi-

nifh'd, any Articles of the Expences of the

Crown for the Public Services : If I difcover

any Warmth againit T'ory Principles and Tory

Condu^i^ I am far from being biafs'd by it into

any unfair Keprefentation of Fa6ts, which are

every where deliver'd with Probity, and from
the bed Information I have been able to obtain.

I beg Pardon for this DigrefTion, and re-

turn to examine the Refult of the whole Ac-
count of the Receipts of the Crown, and of
its Disburfements for the Year, ending at

Chrijimas 1661-,

Recelv'd by the Crown for the Public 1 .z
Services and Civil Lift, i^'^ ^'952

651,667
Disburs'd for the Public Services, - .
Remainder, being the Civil Lift Re-? 971.285

venue, - . , . ,

'Tis proper to examine the Receipts and
Disburfements of one Year more.

The Parliament met the 18th oi February

1662, and the following is,

NTo.
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No, VI.

An Account of the Ne£tt Troduce of the

Settled Revenue^ and of the other Sums

granted to King Charles the Second from
Chriftmas 1662 /o Chriftmas 1663.

Z.

i.T^HE Cufloms, then farm'd at a- ^ ^rr^c^r^r.1 bout ^ 350,000

2. The Excife, then farm'd at 2755952

3. The Wine-Licences 7,000

4. The fmall Branches, including thePoft-T _

Office, i
130,009

5

.

The Hearth-Tax, 1 00,000

'1,200,000

6 An Actfor granting four entire Sidftbdles

to his Majejiy by the Temporalty,

7. An Atl for confirming of four Subfidies^

granted by the Clergy ;

Thefe Two comprehended a very fl:ri£l

Land-Tax of Four. Shillings in the.

Pound, which, though it is faid to have
been fomewhat evaded, I apprehend, mult

'

have amounted to this Sum.

S. An Explanatory ASl for Recovery of the

Arrears of Excife.

This being only to render more effec-

tual an Aa before paffed, (Article the (
o°°>00

7th, N. II.) I (hall charge nothing here

for its Amount.

• Total 2,062,952

Thefe
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Thcfe Ads were pafs'd the ^d of 'June and
27th of July i<565, from which lafl: Day the

Parliament was prorogued to the 1 6th oiMarch
following. It is obfervable, that the King this

Year gave the Wine-Licences and Polt- Office

to the Duke of Tork^ and a few Years after re-

fum'd them again : However, thefe are both
to be confider'das the Revenue of the Crown,
and are paid for accordingly by the People,

whatever be his Majefty's Method of difpofing

of them.

No. VII.

jin Account of the Disburfements for the

Public Services from Chriflmas 1662 to

Chriflmas 1663, diflinguijh'd under the

feveral Articles.

i.'-r^ANGIER, which, as the Pro--!

-- je£l of the Mole there might be now ( ^
begun, I ihall ftate at double the former f"

'

Expcncc, or J

2. The Ordinary of the Navy and Ord- ? ^^^
nance, j '

3. The Charges of a Summer's Guard, and 1

Cruifers, reckoning Three Thoufand V 156,000

Men, at Four Pounds a Man/>/r Month, 3

if. The Pay of one Regiment of Horfc-

1

Guards, and of One Regiment of Foot- C 99,667

Guards, 3

5. Garrifons, Fire, Candle, and Contin- >

gencics, •*

Brought
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Brought over

Dunkirk was deliver'd to the French King"^

the latter End of laft Year j and I find

no Account of any Extraordinary Ex-
pence that was incurr'd this Year, unlefs

it was the Pay of the Efiglijh Troops,

that had been in Garrifon at Dunkirk;

and upon the rehnquiihing of that Town
to the French^ v/erc fent into Portugal,

snd there adled as Auxiliaries under the

Command ofCount Schomberg againft the

Spaniards ; this was at the Iniligation of

the French, and in Purfuance of a pri-

vate Agreement with the King cf Por-

tugal : their Pay, if it is to be added as

a Public Charge, might be about

l:

4355667

< 4o,oc»

Total 475,667

The Refult, therefore, of the whole Ac-
count of the Receipts of the Crown, andi

of its Disburfements, for the Year ending}

at Chrijimas 1663, is to be thus fet-'

tied;

Receiv'd by the Crown for the Public ^ ,

Services, and Civil Lill, _^
2,062,95^

Disburs'd for the Public Services, 475*667

Remainder, being the Civil Lift Re-
venue, } 1,587,285

The next Year the Parliament gave the
King a Power of colleding the Hearth-'taxby
his own Officers, which immediately rais'd

the Produce of that Duty to about 160,000 /.

per Annum^ and it went on further increafing j

befidcs this, about the End of this Year, th^ey

granted the King a Royal Aid of 1,4773^0/.
for
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for the Defence of the Nation, and his other

Occafions. This was indeed given in Expec-
tation of the Dutch WQ,r^ which was declared

the 2id of February, 166^ j and as it is diffi-

cult to determine, how much of this vaft Sum,
and of the other Extraordinary Aids, was ap-

plied by his Majcfty to the Ufes of the War,
I fhall proceed no further in attempting toftcite

his Civil Lijl Revenus', but only beg leave to

obferve, tha: it was generally cftcemed one of

the chief Motives to his Majefty's engaging

in this War, that he fhould be able to obtain

confiderable S-ims out of the Supplies, for his

own private Purpofesj and it is certain, that

in Schemes of this Sort his Majefty took parti-

cular Care never to be miftaken ; I have be-

fore mentioned the Reproach that befel us at

Chathim^ which was owing to his pocketing

eighteen hundred thoufand Pounds that fhould

have fitted out the Navy ; it mud therefore be

admitted, that a Computation of his Civil LiJl

Money from a Medium of the three firft Years

and an half, when he was engaged in no War,
and whilft the Produce of his fettled Revenue,

was not half what it afterwards amounted to,

will be a very low and moderate Eftimate j

and therefore I (hall now ftate it accordingly,

from the foregoing Accounts.

L.

The Civil Lifl Revenue for the firft Half
^

Year after the Reftoration, ending at s 1,1 20,000

Chrijimasy 1660. j

1,! 20,000

L a Brought
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Brought over —__« 1,120,000

The fame, for the Year ending at Chriji.

mas^ 1 661, being the Firjl-Fruits of the ^ 2,397,285
Tory Parliament.

'^briji. \

of the C 2,397,2

The fame, for the Year ending at Oyrijl' ^ „ t <»,

mas, 1662. 5 9/I>28:>

The fame, for the Year ending at Chriji- )
g ^g

maSf 1663. ^ >5 7> 5

Total 6,075,855

Which Sum of 5,07f,8rf /. for three Years

and an Half, is after the Rate of i,73f,p30 /.

for one Year. And this may be fairly ftated

as, upon a Medium, the annual Civil Lift Re-

venue after the Reftoration.

The Sum is indeed extravagantly large.

But whoever accurately examines the Accounts
of this Reign, will find it is by no means ex-

aggerated J on one hand, is to be remembred
his Majejiy^s infatiahle Appetite for Money ^ and

his 'various "Devices for procuring it ; on the

other^ the forward Liberality of his Tory Com'
mofts -, after the End of the firft Dutcb War^
when his Majefty could no more demand any

Sums on that Pretence, he ftarted the Triple
Alliance, and required exorbitant Supplies,

in order to keep the Peace -^
and his Commons

very readily granted him almoft three mil-
lions STERLING, for the Support of this

League} the Lords upon this Occafion were
quite alarmed at the Profufion of the Com-
mons ; and Lord Lucasy in his Maje fly's own
Prefence, thus frceiy complained of their ex-

travagant
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travagant Bouncy. " In this imld PTay^ Cays
** his Lord/hip, njoe have no Certamfy at all j
•* for ifyou give thus much To-day^ you may givs
** as much more To-morrowy and never leaveglv
" ing^ till we have given all that ever we have
** away ;

———. // is therefore necejfary to be
*' able to make fome Efiimate of ourfelves y would
*' his Majefly be fleafed to have a garter of our
•' Efiates? For my part he fjall have it. Would
*' he be pleafed to have half ? For my part^ upon
*' good Occafion, he flmll have it j but then let

** us have fome Jffurances of the quiet Enjoy-
*' ment of the Remainder^ and know what we
*' have to trufito. The Commons have here ferit

** up a Bill for the giving his Majefly the twen-
" tieth Part of cur Efates 5 and I hear there

" are other Bills alfo preparing^ which together
" will amount to little lefs than three Millions of
** Money. A prodigious Sum! And fuch, that
" if your Lorclfoips afford no Reliefs we mufh
•* fink under the Weight of it ; I hope therefore
*' your Lordfhips will fetfome Bounds to the over
*' liberal Humour of the Commons.''' In fhorr,

his Majefly was perpetually cravir.g^ and the

Commons were gorging him 3 and whether he
was in War or Peace, he never wanted Pretence

for asking, nor the Commons for giving, cx-

cellivc Supplies.

I fhall not dwell upon the Bribes which his

Majefty received from the French Court, as

Seven Hundred Thoufand Pounds for engaging
in the fecond Dutch War : and, as it was gene-
rally fuppos'd, about as much more for refut-

ing to pafs the Bill of Exclufon; befides his

conftant ordinary Penfion from that Crown.
But
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But I beg Leave to infift a little upon two of
his Majeily's Pecuniary Exploits, viz. THe
ihutting up of the Exchequer^ and The Sale

of the Ciown-Lands.

The firft of thefe Actions was an infamous
Robbery of his Majefty's Creditors to the A-
mount of Thirteen Hundred and Twenty-eight

Thoufand^ Five Hundred., and Twenty-fin Pounds^

whereby Thoulands of Families were ruin'd \

and it is proper to be remembcr'd, that the

Advifer * of this Scheme, inftead of being im*

^eadfd, and expos'd to the National Cenfure,

was created a Peer, and made High-Treafurer
of England^ upon the fole Merit of it : All

which was in thofe Days filently acquiefc'd in

by a Tory ParHament.

The Sale of the Crown-Lands, purfuant to

fin A6t for that Purpofe in the Year 1^70,
brought in, as Mr. Coke fays, about Thirteen

Hundred Thoufand Pounds ; or probably up-
wards j confidering that the Rent paid to the

Crown was Seventy Thoufand Pounds per Annura^

befides Reverfions 5 which, at Tzventy Years
Purchafe, amounts to Fourteen Hundred Thou-

fand Pounds : And I mention this likewife,

that it may always be remember'd, that the

depriving of the Crown of its antient Patrimony^

and thereby throwing upon the People the whole

Burden of its Maintenance, was the A^ and

Deed of a Tory Parliament.

I fhall only add one Word more upon the

Subject of his Majefty's Civil Lift Money: It

appears that in the Year i6jf^ the Majority

of
• C/iforJ.
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of the Commons being then M^higs^ and hav-

ing made an Enquiry into the Public Ac-
counts, the Houfe found that the King, be-

fides enjoying the Produce of his fettled Re-
venue, had receiv'd a Million for the Ufcs of

the War 7ncre than he had expended in it

:

And " In the Report made of this Affair, (as

" is mentioned by Rapin) it was faid, that
'' the Parliament was not oblig'd to pay the
" King-s private Debts by a Tax : for, if this

*' Pretenfion was admitted, they would have
" to pay the like Debts about a Year and half

" hence j and fo encourage the Court to exatl

" yearly a Million and half^ as they had hitherto

" done, that fince the End ot the War, the
" whole Charge rf the Government, both
" by Sea and Land, amounted not to above
" Se'Dsn Hundred 'Thoufand Pounds Sterling ;

*' and the clear Income of the Revenue came
" at lead to Sixteen Hundred 'fhoufand Pounds
*' Sterling: And confequently, there ought to

" have been a Yearly Remainder of near a
" Million''.

From whence itis obfervable, i. That the

King had annually exaded from the Parlia-

ment about a Million and a half. z. That the

Produce of his Revenue was then greatly in-

creased, amounting to Sixteen Hundred T'hoii'

[and Pounds per Annum. 3. That the Ex-
pences of the Government, in which, I ap-

prehend, were of courfe included the Salaries

of Officers, Ambaffadors, ^c. ^c. which
are now confider'd as Charges upon the Civil

Lift, were Seven Hundred Tboufand Pounds per

Annum; the Number of difciplin'd Forces

being
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being by this Time increas'd beyond the two
Regiments of Guards, which were firll efta-

blidi'd: And, if from this Sum be deduded
One Hundred Thoufand Pounds per Annum for

the Articles which belong to the Civil Lift, the

whole Amount of the Public Expence was
then Six Hundred Thoufand Pounds per Annum-,
which is confirm'd by Sir IVilliam Petty^ in

his Political Arifhmetick, Page the lo^d, who,
fpcaking of this Reign, fays, " The ordinary
*' Charge of the Government^ in 'Times of deep
** andferene Peace, was not Six Hundred Thou-
" fand Pounds per Annum.''* So that if this

Sum be fubftraded from the Produce of the

fettled Revenue, there will be a Million lefc

clear for his Majefty's Civil Lift ; be-

fides what he annually exacted from Parliament^

which in the foregoing Report is faid to be a
Million and half more. —After this, I pre-

fume, the Reader will be fully fitisfy'd of the

Modefty of the foregoing Eftimate of the

Civil Lijl Revenue in this Reign, at One
Mdlion^ Seven Hundred and Thirty-five Thou-

fand^ Nine Hundred Pounds per Annum.
I come next to confider the Annual In"

come of the People at the Refioration: This i$

varioufly eftimated by difFerent Authors, as

muft naturally be expeded from the great Va-

riety and Magnitude of the Circumftances

;

a very fmall Difference in the firft Principles

making a very large Difagreement in the

Conclufiion. Sir JVilliam Petty, in his Fer*

hum Sapienti, which he wrote foon after the

Refioration, fays. Page f. That the Number
of People in England and Wales was then a-

bout Six Millions j and that their Annual Ex-
penct
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pence, at about Six Pounds, Thirteen ShullirjTs
and Four Pence per Head, upon a Medium,' t-

mounted to For/y Millions. He then reckons
the Rent of the Lands of England and f'Fales^
without the Houfing, to be Eight Millions
per Annum-, And computes further as fol-
lows,

L.
The Value of all the Houfing m En<y-\

land ^nd Wales S 30,000,ogo

The Value of the Shipping 3,000,000
The Value of the Live Stock of Cattle, 1

Deer, Swine, Fifii, l^c. upon the faid > 36,000,000
Land 3

•:^The Gold and Silver Coin fcarce 6,000,000

^The reft of the Perfonal Stock, comO
prehending Wares, Merchandizes, and > 31,000,000
Utenfils of Plate and Furniture 3

Total Value of all the Houfing and of I _^ ^

the reft of the Stock
^o6,coo,OCO

To which he adds the Value of the!
Ei^t Millions per Annum in Land, C 144,000,000

at Eighteen Years Purchafe 3

The Total Value of all the Land and 1
Stock of England and TVales at that > 250,000,000
Time according to his Eftimation 3

Again, this One Hundred and Sis Millions

Value in Stock, excluflve of the Land, he
computes to yield about Sei'en Millions per

Annum: So that the Annual Income of the

Land and Stock was Fifteen Millions: And
the remaining Tiventy-fi'ue AFillions^ wanting

M to
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to m:\ke up the Forty MilUons\ at wh'ch he

reckons the Expence of the Nation, he fup-

pofcs lo be gain'd by Labour: But the fame

Gentleman, i^age theyfth of his Political A-
ritbmetic^ fays, That the whole Number of

People in Great Britain and IrelancL appear'd,

from the Excife, PoU-Tax, and Hearth-Tax,

to be Nine Millions and a half:, of which, as he

cftimates the Number in Ireland to have been

about One Million^ One Himdred 'Thoufand-, and

that of all Scotland to be about as many j It

follows that the Number of People in Eng-

land and TVahs was upwards of Sc'^jen Millions.

This was fully confirm'd by the Hearth-

Books, which fhew'd the whole Number of

Houfes in England and JFales^ foon after the

Rejloration^ to be about 1,130,000 j And
reckoning Six Perfons, at a Medium^ to each

Houf*, it fixes the whole Nuumber of our

People, at that Period, to be about Seven

Millions.

As to the Qiiantity of our Coin at that

Time, Or. JDavenant^ from the Evidence of

the Money brought in to be rccoin'd, and o-

ther proper Accour-r^ which he aferwards

decermincs. Page the 53d of the cccond Vo-
lume of his Dtjcourf'es on the Public Revenue s,^

That the Coin of England at the Rejloration

was Fourteen Millions Sterling. This differs,

it is true, very widely from S'w TVilliam Petty.,

who, as well as moll other Gentlemen, be-

fore the Recoinage of our Clipp'd Monej^, en-

tertain'd an Opinion, that the Quantity of

Coin in this Kingdom was very inconfidera-

blc; This they abundantly fortify'd them-
felves
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fclvcs in, by their hgmmty in demonftiating,

how eafi y a very Imall Sum, by crcuUnng

fvviftly tluo' aifFcrenc Hands, might be a

M^fufficient for carry-ng on ail ou, 1.
-

fineft Mr. Z,ott<-.v/fJ, m Ins Llepal^ ' "B^ t ic

,o8th, eftimatcs the wl.ole Qyaiuity ot the

and current in England ni ifipf, o be /-..^

within t%vo Years after, at the Recomage,

i,ppcar'd to be A'/»^ AMis»< Sterling. How-

ever tlris hanpen'd to be a very /«-/«««

Miftd^e for tllil Kingdom : I'or a longer De-

hy ofthe Recoinage mu,l have been attend-

cd with .he molt l»tal Mifchiets ;
And the

Opinion, uhieh ,>rev..ird, of the fmall Qt-^n-

dty "four Coin was an Encouragement to

",^,e, more than better Arguments of the

Praaicablen-.rs, as well as Expediency, of an

Crk that Ore' G-eat M a. M o u N t a g u b

prcfided at the tnafury. H.s exceUent Rea

Lmg animated the Attempt, '^"^ S"
Yor-

Mo.^d of this vaft Undertakmg. The 1 ot

re,? of bare Money pour'd into the Mmtsbe-

vond all EUimation, and Prov.fion fo. its

feciency, no way perpkxd h,s lupev.o.

fienius- and wh.lft others were giiiy with

,vas calm and ferene; a;id d.rcdcd the Whole

^ith irreniUble Strengtli, and "nerung Uf-

rf, nment An Accomplilhment, the gi.atclt

:h t w ver perform'd bv any Mn.nter !
Lent

I?;.ysberemembe,-d wrth 'he;i'^""f^^'^' ;U^ndendearthe^N^rreofHAt^.-xo
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Britain: And though the Statues of
QoLD, that he merited, were not rais'd to
liis Memory, yet every Piece from that Mint
is a M E D A L to his Glory. Nor is it

any Diminution of his inuTiorta! Fame, that
he was foon after perfecuted by a Tory Fac-
tion; who, having exerted rheir ucmoft Ef-
forts ro perplex, and defeat the Rccoinage,
never forgave Hi:ii raat Service to his Coun-
try > but, whHir the Coin was yet blooming^
brought a fcandulous impeachment againll
H'm, ani the 'iruiy Great and Vi5iorious LordO R FOR D.

After this DigrciTion, I return again tocon-
fider Dr. Davemnt's Eftimatesj who, though
he feeras juftly to have determined, from the
Accounts of the Mir.ts, and other Ohferva-
tions, the Quantity of the Coin in this King-
dom, at the Refioration^ to be Fourteen Millions
Sterlings yet has, by no Means, apprehended
nghtiy the Quantity of our other Slock at the
iame Periods for, Page the 2.7th of the fame
Volume, he edimates the Amount of all our
Stock in i(56o, comprehending Gold and
Sliver Coin, Wrought Plate, Bullion, Rings,
Jewels, Furniture, Apparel, Shipping, Stock
ror 1 rade, Stock for Confumption, and Live
Stock of Cattle to be Fifty-fix Millions: But,
as he fhews our Coin only to have been then
Fourteen Millions^ the Remainder, which is
Fortyi2uo Millions, or thrice the Value of our
Coin, IS all that he has left for the Amount
ot our whole Stock beCidcs: whereas, it may
fafely be judg'd, that this Amount was more
than twenty-times as great as the Value of our

Coin

1
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Coin only, or upwards of ^wo Hundred and
i.ighty Millions Sterling; which 1 fliall thus
eahly {hew to be extremely probable

It you go into the Houfe of the' meaneft
Cottager, you will find feme Sore of Furni-
ture within, befides his own Tools, and pe-
nerally fome htcie Stock without Doors \\{
which together may be worth ^ree or Four
lounds, or probably much more, tho' thisMan fhall never have Five Shillings by him at
o/^r^ throughout the Year, aud one Time
with another not near Sixpence. If you po
inro a Farmer's Houf- and examine his Cir-
cumltances, you will find he has fcldom more
by him in Money than Thirty or Forty ShiU
hngs, if _fo much; except for a few Days af-
ter a Fair, and till he has carried it to his
Landlord} whereas his conilant Stock in his
Houfe in his Barns, in the Ground, and his
Live Stock of Cattle of all Kinds, fiiall be
worth Three or Four Hundred Pounds. If yougo into a common Shopkeeper's Houfe, you
will feldom find more than Ten or Twelve
Pounds in the Till, though at the fame Time
the Stock in his Shop is worth T-wo or Three
Hundred Pounds. If you examine the Houfes
of wholclale Dealers, you will find fuch as
are worth Ten or Twelve Thoufand Pounds and
upwards, have feldom more than Two or
Three Hundred Pounds in Caih lyin^ by them •

and Merchants worth Twenty or Thirty Thoil
\fand Pounds, who have the molt Occafion for
Money at Command, will feldom keep more
than a Thoufand, or Fifteen Hundred Pounds in
Calh at their Bankers, and much lefs than this
Sum in general. And laftly, if you enquire
nco the State of Gentlemens Houfes, from

Peers
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Peers to thofc of the lowcft Rank, >t ^'^1 ^e

fouid dm the redely Money they have by

hem, is a very fmall P.rt of 'he Value ot

their Vlate, Furniture, ^"^btock
-^

aU Kmds

A. to the CulTi that lies with the Bankers, 1

have before dift^ibuted that to the N.ei-

chants-, and fo far ae thcle Bankers fiom

keep ns any of their own Money by thetir,

that t is certain they keep but a Part only

If what is depofited in their Hands by other

Perfonf, wKh^Lut which they would have no

Advantace : So that in the whole Circle ot

People of all Degrees, the Sum lyng by them

In ready Ca(h ifa very fmall Pa,t, not ...

ri"A it is probable ,"% their wnoe

•Jrnrk- that is, ot ihe whole Stociv ot tne

Kingdom And therefore, as this has always

been the Cafe, if, at the RefloraUc,, the Com

in the Kingdom was about Buruen Ml.ons,

as t appears to have been, it is probab e that

theVaTue of all the roll of the Stock was

Sen at the common Market-Price, T^o

Hundred and Eighty Millions Sterhng.

1 miaht f,om hence endeavour to point out

the Tnfome of this Stock, and add to it the /»-

„,«"e Uni ; and to thefe afterwards join

e Amount of the Income that vvas gain d by

Tayour ; all which together would be the «-'«

Amount of the J»mal Income of the Feopic,

buT as Eftimate. of this Sort require much Ex-

planation, in order to carry with theni a pio-

Tt Conviaion, it is neceffary in this Place to

furfue I fhorter Method. If therefore theE Number of the People in £«^W and

r^to, at the Rclloration, ..^. Seven MdUons,

Ind the annual Expence of each, at a Medium,

wat then about sJpomids, ten Shillmp, which
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is nearly agreeable to Sir fF'il/iam- Peffy'sCom'

putation in his Ferbum Sapienti^ it follows,

that their whole annual Expence was Forty-

fne Millions and an Half Sterling. But all Per-

fons that are vcrfed in Speculations of this

Sort, however they differ in other Points,

unanimoufly agree, that the Trade and Ma-
nufactures of this Kingdom in genera', were
then in increafing Circum (lances; and Dr.
Davenant^m his Eflay on the Bnlancc of Trade,
Page 103. fays, that Mr. Gregory King had efti-

mated upon the moll; probable Grounds, that

the annual Increrncnt of our Stock about the

Year 1664, was One Million, Two Hundred

Thoufand Pounds^ and was dill going on with
an accumulated Augmentation.

This Rate of Increafe being admitted,

though it fcems much too low, it follows,

th^t the whole Annual Income of the King
a;.d People of this Realm, foon after the Re-
ftoration, was about Forty-fix Millions^ Seven

Hundred 'Thoufand Pomuls Sterlings or One
Million, ^wo Hundred J'houfand Pounds per

Annum more than their Expence.

But the Annual Income belonging to the

Kiyig only, or the Civil Lift Revenue at that

Time, was i,75f5930 /. therefore deducting

this from 46,700,000 /. the Remainder, or

44,p64,ioo/. was the Income that belong'd to

the Public, and the Civil Lift Revenue at that

Time, was to the Revenue belonging to the

Public, as i,73f.pco/. or 44,964,100/. or as

1 to 2,6 nearly in whole Numbers.
James the Second fuccceded his Brother on

the 6th o^ February 1684, and foon afterwards

fummoned a Parliament, which met on the

ipth oi May following, when thefe Revenue-

Bills
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Bills weredifpitchM through both Houfes in a
few Days, and receiv'd the Royal AfTent.

I il, Jn J6l for fettling the Rez^enue on his

Majefly for his Life, which was fettled on his

late Majefiy for his Life.

id, An AH for granting to his Majefly an
Impofition upon all fVines and Vinegar imported

between the i^th c/June, r(S8f, and the z^th

o/June, 1693.

3d, An Aci for granting to his Majefly an

Impofition upon all 'Tobacco and Sugar imported

between the i^th o/ June i68f, and the z^th

e/June 16P3.

4th, An AB for granting an Aid to his Ma-
jefiy, by an Impofition on ^//French Linens^ and

all Eafl-IndiaZ./»^;^, and feveral other Manufac-
tures of India, and on all French wrought Silks

and Stuffs^ and on all other wrought Silks^ and on

all Brandys imported after the \fl Day of July,

1(^85, and before the ifi Day o/Ju!y, 165)0.

And the clear fettled Revenue pofjeffed by this

Monarchy flood thus, as appears by the following

Account of it delivered into the Houfe of Com'
monsfoon after the Revolution.

No. viir.

An Account of the Annual produce of the

chief Branches of the Revenue, clear of

all Charges in the ColleBion^ at the Time

ofKing James'i Abdication,

L. -

i/?, The Tunnage and Poundage, incliid- T

ing the Wood Farm, Coal Farm and s 600,000

Salt Farm, 3
Brought



[97]
z.

Brought over 600,000
id. The Hereditary and Temporary Ex-")

cife, with the additional Nine-pence for (^ ^^-^
the Year, ending 24th Jz/w^, 1689, pro- T °°°'3^3

duced clear of all Charges, 3
3^, The Hearth-Money, 245,000
4th, ThePoft-Office,

. 65,000

Sth, The Wirie- Licences, j 0,000

6th, The Impofition on Wines and Vi- )

negar for the Year ending 29 Scptejnber^ > 172,901
1688, \

yih. The Impofition on Tobacco and Su- 7 „ ^
gar for the fame Year, S ^

^^'^^

'

3r/>», The Impofition on Frejich Linen,
7^

Brandy and Silk for the fame Year, i 93 >7 »

^

To which are to be be added the fmalW
Branches, which, before his Predecciror^
fold the Crown Lands, amounted to Oiitp* 6o,oco
Hundred Thirty Thoiifand Pounds pcry^
Annum, But fince that only to about J

Total neat Revenue of the Crown 2,06 r ,85 5

To this might be added his private Revenue,
as Duke of l^ork.^ which he brought with him
to the Crown, ariilng from Lands in Ireland,

Scotland and England^ Stock in the African

Company, Property in the Plantations, and
great Suras of Money, befides his Rent-Charge
of J'-wenty-fcur I'houfand Pounds per Annum^
fettled upon the Excife, which is included in

the preceding Account. But pafling this over,

I proceed to enquire into his Disburfements

for the public Services 5 wherein it is to be

obferv'd, i. That 'Tangier was demolifli'd in

the latter End of his Predeceflbr's Reign ; {o

that he had no Charge upon his Hands from

this Article. 2. That he had no War, orOc-
N cafion
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ca{ioii for any extraordinary Expcncc, except

from the Attempt of the Duke of Monmouthy

which was prefcntly fupprefs'd : however, it

muft be acknowledg'd, in Juftice to his Con-
du6b, that he was abundantly more careful of

the Navy than his Brother : And reckoning his

extraordinary Expence on this Account, to ba-

lance his faving by the Demolition oi Tangier,

the Annual Disburfements for the Public Ser-

vices muft, in both Reigns, have been near upon
an Equality -, reckoning towards the End of

Charles the Second's Reign, when he had aug-

mented his Land- Force j fo that thcfe Disburfe-

ments amounted to about Sin HundredThoufand

Poundsper Annum^ and confided of the follow-

ing Articles.

No. IX.

An Account of the Annual Disburfements

for the ^Public Services during the Reign

of Tames the Second.

1. X/fAlntenance of Seamen, and Provi- ?

iVl fion of Naval Stores, ^ ^°°'°°°

2. Ordinary of the Navy and Ordnance, 50,000

3. Guards, and other Difciplin'd Troops, 200,000

4. Garrifons, Contingencies, b'r. 50,000

Total 600,000

As to the numerous Popi/h Army which this

Monarch endeavour'd to form and eftablifli a-

mongft us by his abfolute Will and Authority,
it was undeniably for his own private Views
and Defigns, and is by no means to be elli-

matcd Timons, the Public Services : However, it

fufficienily fhews the Largcnefs of his Civil

Lift Revenue, which, befides the Support of
his



[99]
his HouHioId, enabled him to bear fo great an

Expence, as the Maintenance of this Army,
together with endlefs Shoals of Jefuits, and
Priejis of all Orders.

It is is indeed true, that befides this great

fettled Revenue, King James receiv'd no other

Extraordinary Sums during his Reign ; which
happen'd entirely from his own arbitrary Max-
ims, and a Rcfolution he had taken to owe
little or nothing to his People : For the Parlia-

ment, after the Defeat of the Duke of Mon-
mouth^ at the End of the firfi Year only of his

Reign, befides granting him the Revenue of his

Predeceflbr for Life, and the three Additional

Impofitions, voted likewife an extraordinary

Sum of Seven Hundred Thoufand Pounds to his

Majefty for his neceflary Occafions ; and with-

out doubt he might have obtain'd every Year
from the Parliament aconfiderableSum in the

fame manner: but becaufe the Commons were
unwilling to allow a Pozver to be inherent in

him, of difpenfing with the Penal Laws and

Tefl^ tho' they were preparing a Bill to ca-

pacitate his PopiJJo Officers for their Pofts, he
prorogued theTwo Houfes, and relinquifh'd the

Seven ^Hundred Tboufand Pounds^ rather than

endure that this Power, which he had aflTum'd,

fhould be brought into Quellion: Nor did he
ever afterwards fuffer a Parliament to fit 5 Hav-
ing, undoubtedly, determin'd to levy the three

/mpojitions before {]pec\fy^d, after their Expira-

tion by Law, or whatever Duties befides he
Ihould think necefiary by his own abfoluteWill

and Authority 5 In the fame manner, as at his

Acceflion he levy'd the Duties which ceas'd up-

on his Predecefibr's Death, before they were

granted to himfelf by Parliament, How*
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However, under thefc his Rcfufals of Mo-
ney, and befcre he had made himfelf Amends
tor them, as he would certainh have done in

a little Time, by afTuming the fame unlimited

Power over our Properties, which he actually

ufurp'd over our Religion and Liberties •, it

appears that the clear Amount of his Civil

Li it Revenue v/as One Million, Four Hundred

and Sixty-one 'Thoufand^ Eight Hundred and

Eighty-five Pounds per Annum.

It is neceflary, in the next Place, to enquire

into the annual Income of the People in 1688 ;

in order to which it is to be obfi^rv'd, that

the Income of a People at all Times arifes from

the Produce of their Z«W, oi \\\t\x Stocky and

of their Labour : And as Money has, for fome

Years paft, been the common Mealure of all

Things it will be proper to refer the Income

of the People to this, in order to compare it

with \.\iQ. Income oi the Crown, which is before

reduc'd to the fame Standard.

Now, it will appear, That outproduce was
greater in 1688 than in 1660, if it can be

iliewn that our Lands were improved, that the

Number of our Shippings of our Furniture^ of
our Manufactures^ of our Houfes^ and of our
People was greater in the later Period.

But it appears from the Leafes and Deeds
in many Families, That the Improve?nents of
the Lands oi England horn 166010 1688, were
apparently more, by inclofing of Commons,
and open Grounds, by clearing of Wood-*
Lands, by manuring, and fertilzing what were
poor and barren, than had been made in fifty

Years before. Ic
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It was evident from the natural Rate of the

Increafe of our People, that their number was
corUiderably greater in 1668 than in 1660.

And reckoning 6 perfons to each of the 70,000
new Houfes, which were built within that

Time, our People were 410,030 more at this

later Period than they were at the Former.

It was evident from the Books of the Cuf-
tom-houfe and from the Teftimony of old and
expcncnc'd Merchants, that we had near dou-
ble the Tunnage of Trading Ship in 1688, to

what we had in 1^60.

Our Furniture of all Kinds was greatly im^
prov'd in the Quantity and Richnefi ofit ; And;
to inftance only in Plate, it was obfcrvable

there was more wrought for private Families,

from 1666 to 1688, than had been vvork'd for

two Hundred Years before.

Our Manufa6lures were increafing from \66o
to 1688, particularly, our Iron and Brafs Ma-
nufa6tures, andDyiigj and various new ones,

as Glafs, Silk, Hats, were beginning to be
cllablifh'd.

Many public and private magnificent Build-

ings were ereded within the fame Time ; and

Farm- Houfes werckept all the while in good Re-
pair : Befides which, it appear'd from the

Books of the Hearth- Money, and from other

Reafons, thatwithin ch^^t Time there had been

built, in London and the Country, not lefsthaii

Se'venty Thoufand Tenements upon new Foun-
dations.

To
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To thefe it is proper to add. That our Live
Stock of large Cattle, and Sheep, i^c. every Day
increas*d, as appear'd by the Farms being gene-

rally more plentifully ftock'd than formerly. And
our Plantations Abroad grew every Day more
confiderable.

Thefe all undeniably demonflrate, that our

Stock and Produce in 1688 was greater than

in 1660 : But this does not come up to the

Point of fixing our Pecuniary Income, or the

Amount of our whole annual Produce at the Mar-
ket-Price, in 1688 j which is a Speculation of

fome Difficulty ; and is not to be determin'd by
general Afiertions of the Increafe of Things,

without afTigning the difiinB Quantity of fuch In-'

creafe : But as the different Quantities of our Coin

in 1660, and in 1688, are pretty exa6lly known,

I fhall endeavour to ferve myfelf of thefe two Ar-

ticles, in determining our precife Income at this

later Period.

In order to which, it is proper to obferve. That
the whole annual Income of the Kingdom, when
referred to Money only, at any Period, is the

whole Amount of Annual Produce of all forts, as

of Trade, Labour, Lands, Stock, ^c. accord-

ing to the ufual Market-Price at that Period.

But when we talk of the Market-Price of the

whole annual Produce of the Kingdom, this Pro-

duce is not to be fuppos*d to be all brought to

Market at once^ to be fold for ready Money \ for

then its whole Price could be no more than the

Money brought to Market for its Purchafe;

which could not exceed the whole Coin in the

Kingdom, and might be much kis : But what is

to
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to be underflood, is, that in general one conjlani

SharCy or nearly fuch, of the whole annual Pro-

duccy is continually flu6hiating, and changing

Hands ; and that the worth of the rejt which is

not upon Sale, is eftimated according to the Price

which this j{u5luating Part of the fame Kind,

bears at Market.

This being premifed, I fiiall beg leave to lay

down the following Propofition.

Propofition.

^e Value or Amount of any whole Produce of

any Sorty ejlimated according to the Market-Price,

depends upon the Ability of the Buyers, and

upon the greater or lefs Propenfity to Buying and

Selling.

Therefore admitting, that there was the fame

Propenfity in general at each of thofe Periods to

the Buying and Selling of all Produces, it follows

that the Value of any whole Produce, or of all

our Produces of every Sort, that is, of our whole

Income, at each of thofe Periods, was according

to the Ability of the Buyers.

But it is evident, that the Ability of the

Buyers at any Period, their Propensity to

Buying being the fame, is according to the

Quantity of Money then brought to Market for

Purchafes \ and will always be grea<ter or lels ac-

cording to the whole ^antity of Coin circulating

in the Kingdom.

It therefore appears that our whole annual Iti'

come at either of thofe Periods, was greater or

lefs.
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Icls, according to the whole ^antity of Coin then

circulating in the Kingdom.

Nor was this alter'd at all by any Paper Credit^

fuppofing this Credit to have been greater or leis

proportionably to the real Coin in the Kingdom ;

which was nearly the Cafe in 1660 and 1688,

though fince then this Credit hath increafed much

fader.

So that it is now evidently prov*d, that.

As 14 Millions, our whole Coin in 1660,

To 1 8 4- Millions, our whole Coin in 1688,

So was 46,700,000/. our whole annual Income

in 1660,

To 61,710,714/. our whole annual Income in

1688.

And if from 61,710,714/. we dedud
2,400,000 /. which Mr. King eftimates to be the

innual Increafe of our Wealth in 1688, over

;ind above our Expences, the Remainder or

59,710, 714, will be the Amount of our whole

annual Expence at that Period -, And if the whole'

Number of our People at this Time was Seven

Million four Hundred and twenty Thoufand^ the

Sum of 59,710,714/. divided amongft them
a!!, will amount to about Eight Pounds, upon a

Medium, for the annual Expence of each Peffon.

As to the Amount of our whole Stock at this

Period, exclufive of our Coin, it feems abun-

dantly probable that it was not lefs than twenty

times the Amount of our Coirt only, or three

Hundred and Ninety Millions Sterling, according

fo the Method of ellimatin^ it before mentioned;

this Amount might indeed oe approached to in

another



[ '^5 ]

another manner by confidering what Part of our

Stock lies dead, as Plate, Furniture, Apparel,

Equipage, is'c. what Part is conftantly offered

to Sale i and what Part is aEiudly fluduating, or

continually changing Hands •, which laft is the

Part that enlivens the whole, and denominates its

Value, thcfe being feparately enquired into, and
what their refpedtive Amounts are, and their

Shares of the whole Stock, would ferve mutually

to correct, and to point out each other.

I am fenfible that in the foregoing Eftimate of

the Amount of our Stock, I have widely differ-

ed from Dr. lDavenant\ who imagined that the

whole Amount of it in 1688, including our

Coin, was no more than 88 Millions Sterling \

or, as he fhews our Coin only at that Time to

have been 1 8 V Millions, that the Value of our

whole Stock exclufive of our Coin was only 69 i-

Millions «S'/^r//;/^j and it may probably be thought

to be a large Stride to Hate the Value of t\\t fame

Stock at 390 Millions Sterling :— But I have be-

fore fhewn the Realbnablenels of eftimating this

Value at twenty times the Amount of our Coin

alone ; and in confirmation of the Modefly of

this Eflimate, it mufl have been obfcrved by
Gentlemen, that in mofl Country Villages it fhall

be difficult to find 'Twenty Shillings in Silver,

when at the fame time the whole Stock in their

Houfes, Barns, i^c. and the Live and Dead Stock

upon their Grounds, iliall be worth many Thou-

[and Founds-, And though the Sum of 390 Mil-

lions Sterling may be diffidently received at firfl

from its Magnitude, yet whoever confiders the

Stock of all Sorts, in every City, Town, Village

and private Houfe, and upon the Land, through-

out this Kingdom, together with the Stock of

O Ship.
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Shipping, and what is on Ship-board, will be len-

fible that for many Years pad, fmce Trade and
Manufaftures have flourillied amongft us, the A-
mount of this whole Stock at the common Mar-
ket Price, has been a prodigious Sum ; Afid in-

deed without the AfTilrance of a Stock of fuch a

Value, as I have here aiTign'd, confidering that a

very large Part of it always lies dead, it is difficult

to conceive how fo great an annual Income as 62

Millions Sterling, could belong to this Kingdom.

It is further to be obferv'd, that the Sum of

69 Millions and a half. Sterling, at which Dr.

"Davenant eftimates our Stock, exclufive of our

Coin in i688, is very little more than one Year's

Income ; even according to his own Conjedlurc

concerning this Income; For Page -^G^j of the

2d Volume of his Difcourfes, he fays. He had
Reafon to think, that the annual Income of each

Perfon, at a Medium, in 1688, was 7/. 18 J.

which, fuppofing the Number of our People at

that Tims to be only 7,300,000, according to

his own Suppofition of their Increafe from 1 660,
amounts to near 58 Millions Sterling ; So that

it will follow from the Do6lor's own Eftimate,

that one Year's Income only in 1688, was al-

moft equal to our whole Stock before-hand, ex-

clufive of our Coin ; which however it may be
allov;'d with reipecl to Servants, and Labourers,

or if it fhould even be admitted with regard to

Gentlemen, that their Plate, Furniture, Books,

Apparel, Equipage, Pidures, and Stock of all

Sorts in their Houfes, Stables, Gardens, l^c.

are worth little more than their annual Income,

though in general they many times exceed it

;

Yet it is by no means credible, that the whole
Stock of the Merchants, Shopkeepers and Far-

mers
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tncrs (which is the chief Part of the Stock of
the Kingdom) Ihould be Jittle more than the
Amount of their Annual Income, or that upon
every 6g i /. inveiled in Stock, 58 /. at Jeaft

Ihould be their A?2nual Profit.

As to Sir William Petty., though he was greatly

miftaken in his Opinion of the Quantity of our
Coin ; yet his Proportions are of a different

Kipd from thofe of Dr. Davenant ; for he
reckons about the Year i66o,

L.
The Value of our Shipping to be 3,000,000
The Value of our live Stock 36,000,000
The Value of the reft of our per-?

fonal Stock I
31,000,000

The Amount of our Coin 6,000,000

Total 76,000,000

Whereby he makes the Amount of our whole

Stock, exclufive of our Coin, to be to our Coin
alone, as 70 to 6, or, nearly as 12 to i ; which.

Dr. Davenant computes to be only as 42 to 14,

or as 3 to I ; and thus falls into the greater

Error, though he had all the Evidence of the

Recoinage to corre6t himfelf by, which made
him certain of the Amount of one Article of the

utmoft Confequence j an Advantage which if

Sir William Petty had enjoyed, and ieen his MiP
take in under-eftimating tlie Amount of our

Com, he would eafily have rec^cified himfelf v/itli

regard to the Value of our whole Stock likewife,

and have affign'd for it a much larger Amount
than 'j^ Millions Sterling,

O 2 But
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Bat Speculations of this Sort require fomc At-

tention, and are not fuited to the Gull of every

Reader. 1 fhall therefore proceed to clofe the

Comparifon between the Income belonging to

the Crown and to the Public in 1688; —r—»•

Since then the whole Income of the King, and

of the People at this Period, appears to have

been 61,710,714/. and the Income belonging

to the King only 1,461,855/. it follows that

the Civil Litl Revenue vvas to the Income belong-

ing to the Public, as 1,461,885/. to 60,248,859 /.

eras I to 41, in whole Numbers.

It is obfervable from hence, that the Income

of the Crown, in this Reign, was lels in Propor-

tion to the Income of the People, than in the

Reign preceding ; and the Weight of the Crown,

in this Refpedt, would have declin'd very confi-

derably, if his Majefty had continued fatisfy*d with

the Revenue then fetded : But the new Branches

of Power that he affum'd, in other Articles, over

the Lives and Confciences of his People, far

overbalanc'd the finking Proportion, with Re-

gard to his Income : However, the growing

Wealth of the People carry'd naturally with it

fo much Force, notwithftanding he check'd it

as much as pofTible, by exorbitant Fines upon

the flighteft Pretences, that he could fcarcely

have kept his Power fix*d at the fame Height,

without leizing upon an addidonal Share of the

Property of the Kingdom •, And this he would
certainly have done, as foon as his Scheme had
been in a little more Forwardneis \ In order to

have balanc'd the Weight in the popular Scale,

and to have preferv'd a due ^quililrium in the

Syilem of his Government.

And
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And thus having waded through thefe two
Reigns, and rak*d up fome of their Pecuniary

Exploits, 1 leave them naked to the View of

this Age. If tiicy are oppofite to the vulgar

Prejudices in Favour of thole Times, it may be

obferv'd, that the Debaucheries of Charles the

Second, attended with Lord Rochejler's Jefcs,

and the Intrigues and Drunkennels dien rioting

throughout the Kingdom, \(tit an Impreflion of

Mirth and Gaiety upon ignorant People, which

is handed down to the prefent Time ; And de-

ceives many in thefe Days into an Opinion of

the Public Happinefs under his Government

:

But the Brave and Worthy at that Time fpoke,

and felt, other Things -, and law nothing flou-

rifhing, that ought to flourifh, but our Trade
and Colonies, both owing to the natural Genius

and Advantages of our People ; and thefe too

greatly cramp'd by French Imports, and French

Incroachments, under the fhamefui Connivance

of our corrupt Miniliry.

I come next to the Reign of our Immortal

Deliverer, William the Third; a Series of

Time full of Events, the mofb intercfting, and
important to every Briton. In this Reign the

National Debt grew to be confiderable •, which,

I am fenflble, is ufually afcrib'd to IVhig-yhnz^z-

ment ; All Concern in it being condandy dif-

claim'd by the T^ory Gendcmen ; But if it might
be no Offence to their great Modefty, I would
beg leave to lay the CcmniencemepJ of tiiis Debt,

at their Door ; it being indifputable that the firlt

and oldeft Article of it was the Bankers Debt,

being 664.^262 1, or one Moiety of the Sum
feiz'd by King Charles the Second, at his ever

memorable iliutting up of the Exchequer.

As
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As to the Incrcafc and Continuance of the

National Debt, and to whole Condud it is juftly

to be attributed ; as hkewife v/hat Grants have

been made to the Civil Lift, and the refpedive

Amounts of it in this, and the fubfequent Reigns;

and what Proportions the Revenues of the Crown
have born to the Revenues of the People at, dif-

ferent Periods, from the Revolution to the pre-

fent Time •, They are Points too curious and im-

portant to be contracted and prefs'd within a

narrow Stint, and muft therefore be referv'd for

a Second Part; what has already pafs'd, hav-

ing far exceeded the Limits that were defign'd to

this Treatife.

However, the Publication of this Firft Part

to the World, may not be unufeful in the pre-

fent Juncture : It contains A (hort Specimen of the

Fecuniary Exploits of the 'Tories ; and may ferve

as a Light to the Principles and Pradices of

thofe Men, when the Diftribution of the Reve-

nues was under their Power, and boafted Ma-
nagement: For it cannot be improper fairly

to explain the Meafurcs which they held ; The Mo-
deration in Grants to the Civil Lifi ; And the

great Oppcfition to die Incroachments of the

Crown in their Days of Authority and Go-
vernment; That the Nation may judge, what

is again to be expefted from them, if ever they

lliould by able (which Heaven avert) to thruft

themfelves into the Public Adminiftration ; and

that the v/hole World may fee, with what Mo-
dejiy and Propriety they now complain of IFhig

Liberality to the Civil Lift, and of PFhig Pro-

fufions and Mifapplications.

But



[ I" ]

Bat it is Fcir from being here infinuated, tliat

the Corruption of the 'Tories Hiould be any Jnlliii-

cation of equal Wickednefs under JFhig Ma-
nagement-, AH that is here intended, is to point

out to the World the Ads and Principles of the

genuine Tories^ and how unreafonable it is to ex-

peel:, that the Pubhc Good, or an Hatred to

Corruption, fliould be the Rule or Incitement

to their Conduct : This only is to be expeded

from the Equity and Difintereflednefs of the

Whigs \ And they have with true Wifdom., Inte-

grity^ and Courage, fi:ep*d in at the late Breach

and difappointed thofe, whofe Aim was Confu-

ficn and Fublic Dlftraliion ; Their Excellent Tem-

per, and Manly Contempt of dijhoneji Suggefiions

and Calumnies, has in this Day preferv'd us, and

merits the united AppJaufe and warmeft Grati-

tude of their ever obliged Country •, 'Tis on
thevii only, and on their Moderation and Vir-

tue, that the Nation happily relies for a firi^

and honeft Enquiry into the Meafores of the

late Adminijiration ; And they will undoubt-

edly make it, without jiican ReJcnt?nerJ, or faJfe

Partiality ; With a fcrid Regard to the Public

Good, and a reafonab-e Candour to the Penon
accufed : Nor will they fear to pubhfli h:=: Ac-
quittal to the World, if he fhall be found to

merit it, after a Uriel Scrutiny and juH: Exami-
nation, defpifing the vain Reproaches of thofe,

who delight in Guilt, and feaji themfelves with

the Contemplation of Wickednefs

Nor will the Wife' and Virtuous throughout

the Kingdom cenfure tiie Equity, or difapprove

the Example, of his honourable Acquittal : On
the contrary, they will reflecft, with Gratitude,

on his unufual Lenity, and the happy Enjoy-

ment
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Tnent of their moft ample Privileges, under his

Miniftry; when no harih Exercife of Po^r,
or any violent Profecutions appcar*d, but all

was mild and friendly, as his own frank and.

benevolent Heart : And though flagrant Guilt

is not to be fcrecn'd, who is it that will forbid

Candour in the Interpretation of his A6lions, who
was of all others the mod candid P Or who will

refufe Moderation to Him, who, in the Height

of Power, was, of all Men living, the moft

moderate ?

And now it is to be wilh'd only, that the

Whigs will coolly obferve the Defigns of their

old and inveterate Enemies. Is it to be ima-

gined, that the Aim and View of the Tory

J^eaders is the Deftrucflion of one Whig, and

confin'd to him only •, and this merely from the

Purityoi their Hearts, and their deep- Hatred

to all Corruption ?—Their Principle and Practice

have been evidently fhewn to be far otherwife.

—Every Whig in his political S:ate, is to them
equally dereftable; And it therefore behoves the

Body of the Whigs to confider in Time, whe-

ther the Defign of the Tories at this jun^ure

is not their general Scandal and Delfruflion ;

And whatever peribnal Diftindlions may be at-

tempted to be made, whether the EffefV of a

'^ory Triumph, will not htfeverely felt, againft

\.\\t whole Whig INTEREST, and the Friends of

Liberty, throughout the Kingdom.

26 February,

FINIS.










